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PRELUDE 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stewardship Temple Talk – Doug Congdon



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one 

God, who comes to wake us from 

sleep, who leads us into the light of 

grace.

C: Amen.



P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by 

confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. (A brief silence.) God of all time,

C: We confess that we have not prepared 

for your merciful reign among us. We 

ignore our neighbors in need and fail in 

the labor of justice and peace. 



In your mercy forgive us. Grant us 

wisdom to welcome your light and to 

seek the things that will endure until 

Christ comes again in glory. Amen.



P: Comfort, o comfort my people, says your 

God. In + Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new. 

Rejoice in this good news!

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN   “Hark The Glad Sound”

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,

the Savior promised long;

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne

and ev'ry voice a song.



He comes the pris'ners to release,

in Satan's bondage held.

The gates of brass before him burst,

the iron fetters yield.



He comes the broken heart to bind,

the bleeding soul to cure,

and with the treasures of his grace

to enrich the humble poor.



Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,

your welcome shall proclaim,

and heav'n's eternal arches ring

with your beloved name.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 

of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.

C: And also with you. 



INTRODUCTION

P: The new church year begins with a wake-up 

call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings 

both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake 

from sleep, for we know neither the day nor 

hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the 

day when God will gather all people on the 

holy mountain and there will be no more war 

or suffering. 



Though we vigilantly watch for the promised 

day of salvation, we wait for what we already 

have: Christ comes among us this day as 

the word and meal that strengthens our faith 

in the promises of God.

C: Amen



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the 

universe. You call all nations to walk in your 

light and to seek your ways of justice and 

peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of 

your coming is near. Bless us as we light the 

first candle of this wreath.  



Rouse us from sleep, that we may be 

ready to greet our Lord when he comes 

and welcome him into our hearts and 

homes, for he is our light and our 

salvation.  Blessed be God forever. 

C: Amen



ADVENT HYMN, LIGHTING OF FIRST CANDLE



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  (A brief silence.) 

ALL: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and 

come. By your merciful protection save 

us from the threatening dangers of our 

sins, and enlighten our walk in the way 

of your salvation, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Children’s 

Church                   



FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

A reading from Isaiah, the 2nd chapter.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 

Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 

mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established 

as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream 

to it.



Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us 

go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 

the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD

from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the 

nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 



they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 

their spears into pruning hooks;  nation shall not 

lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 

learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let 

us walk in the light of the LORD!

R:  Word of God, Word of Life

C: Thanks be to God!



PSALM 122 ~ A RESPONSIVE READING

R: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go 

to the house of the LORD.”

C:   Now our feet are standing within your 

gates, O Jerusalem.



R: Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity 

with itself;            

C: To which the tribes go up, the tribes of 

the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to 

praise the name of the LORD.



R:  For there are the thrones of judgment, the 

thrones of the house of David.

C: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:          

“May they prosper who love you.



R: Peace be within your walls and quietness 

within your towers.

C: For the sake of my kindred and 

companions, I pray for your prosperity.

R: Because of the house of the LORD our God, I 

will seek to do you good.”



SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

A reading from Romans, the 13th chapter

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is 

now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; the night is far gone, the day 

is near. 



Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the 

day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 

and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires.

R:  Word of God, Word of Life                                      

C: Thanks be to God!



“ALLELUIA”



GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, “About that day and 

hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 



For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 

ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one will be left. 



Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 

be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into.



Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON - “How Shall We Keep Awake?”



HYMN OF THE DAY 

“AWAKE, AWAKE & GREET THE NEW MORN”

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 

for angels herald its dawning.

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 

behold! the Child of our longing.

Come as a baby weak and poor,

to bring all hearts together,

he opens wide the heav'nly door 

and lives now inside us forever.



To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 

Emmanuel comes a-singing,

his humble song is quiet and near, 

yet fills the earth with its ringing;

music to heal the broken soul 

and hymns of lovingkindness,

the thunder of his anthems roll 

to shatter all hatred and blindness.



In darkest night his coming shall be, 

when all the world is despairing,

as morning light so quiet and free, 

so warm and gentle and caring.

Then shall the mute break forth in song, 

the lame shall leap in wonder,

the weak be raised above the strong, 

and weapons be broken asunder.



Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 

though dark the winter and cheerless,

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 

be strong and loving and fearless.

Love be our song and love our prayer 

and love our endless story;

may God fill ev'ry day we share 

and bring us at last into glory.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 

our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: As we anticipate the fullness of the 

presence of Christ, we join with the church 

throughout the world, praying for all who are 

in need. (A brief silence.) For the church 

and its leaders, and for all who work for 

the unity of the gospel; that the compassion 

of Christ break down all divisions, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For the well-being of creation, for mountains 

and hills, lakes and rivers, snow and 

sunshine, plants and animals, and for all who 

care for the earth; that God raise up 

stewards to protect this good creation,             

let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For peace among nations, for those who lead 

all levels of government, for judges and 

magistrates, and for those who speak for the 

voiceless; that all are treated with equity and 

fairness, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For those who are anxious and worried, for 

the sick and bereaved, for the homeless and 

imprisoned, for those in any need 

(especially); that the compassion 

shown by Christ be embodied in caregivers 

and advocates, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For those who gather for word and 

sacrament, for those who travel, and for our 

holiday preparations; that in all our activities 

we give thanks to the Lord, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: In thanksgiving for those who have died and 

are at rest; that their witness to the gospel 

serve as examples of living the life of faith, 

let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your 

people, those spoken aloud and those 

known only to you, and grant us 

peace through Jesus Christ, our coming 

Savior.

C: Amen



SHARING PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.



~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~

“I Need A Silent Night” By Amy Grant



OFFERTORY RESPONSE



OFFERING PRAYER

P:  Savior of the nations, come. Make your home 

here in us. Feed us with your love, that our 

faith may shine ever new and our lives reveal 

your light.

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord 

our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and 

praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.



~  COMMUNION  ~



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the 

broken bread and the cup we share. Make us 

ready always to welcome Christ into our 

hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 

the world announcing your coming among us 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen



BLESSING

P: May Christ the Sun of righteousness 

shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path.  Almighty God, 

Father,+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever.

C: Amen



CLOSING HYMN    “Choral Benediction”

May the light of God shine on us today.

May the light of God shine on us today.

May it show us where to travel,

lead us back if we should stray.

May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today.

May the love of God live in us today.

May the warmth we feel within us, 

show in all we do and say.

May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today.

May the peace of God be with us today.

May it guide us and protect us,

as we go our separate ways.

May the peace of God be with us today.



DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



On this Thanksgiving weekend, we 

have an opportunity to express our 

gratitude to God for our blessings 

by giving a door offering to the 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
















































