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PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



P: Blessed by the Holy Trinity, + one God, 
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us 
free, the mighty Savior who comes to 
show mercy, the Dawn from on high who 
guides us into peace.

C: Amen.



P: Let us come before God in confession. 
(A brief pause.) To you, O God, 

C: we lift up our souls. You know us through and 
through;  we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; remember us with 
your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us 
your path; and lead us in justice and truth, for 
the sake of your goodness  in Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 



P: Children of God, come with joy and draw water 
from the well of salvation. Remember the gift of 
baptism: your sin washed away in the name of + 
Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to 
serve. Stand up and raise your hearts! The reign 
of God is near.

C: Amen. 



OPENING HYMN  “Once in Royal David's City”

Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.



He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.



And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heav'n above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.



Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
there his children gather round,
bright like stars, with glory crowned.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

P: Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute 
to the little town of Bethlehem and the blessed 
virgin Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter 
to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms 
that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.” 



It is the kind of tension in which the 
church always lives as when in the holy 
communion - with high delight –
“we proclaim the Lord's death.”

C: Amen.



Lighting of the 4th Advent Candle

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



O come, O Wisdom from on high,

embracing all things far and nigh:

in strength and beauty come and stay;

teach us your will and guide our way.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



O come, O come, O Lord of might,

as to your tribes on Sinai's height

in ancient times you gave the law

in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



O come, O Branch of Jesus, free

Your own from Satan’s tyranny.

From depths of hell your people save.

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 
joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 



“Our Family 
Memories 

of 
Christmas”



Narrators - Hannah Guffey & Hayden Gruenberg
Memory Sharer - Erika Stinson
Readers - Aubrey Miller and Anna Hatch
Mary - Samantha Guffey
Joseph - Nate Blakeman
Innkeeper - Thomas Schuller
Shepherd 1 - Thomas Schuller
Shepherd 2 - Nate Blakeman
Shepherd 3 - Samantha Guffey
Angel - Kaylie Schuller and Adriannia Schuller
Choral Readers: Erika Stinson, Lucy Naff, Kaylie Schuller, 
Aly Hatch, Aubrey Miller, Aaron Blakeman, 
Samantha Guffey, Grady Naff,  Anna Hatch, 
Nate Blakeman, Thomas Schuller



Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the new-born King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled."

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With th' angelic host proclaim,

"Christ is born in Bethlehem."

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the new-born King!



Christ, by highest heaven adored:

Christ, the everlasting Lord;

Late in time behold him come,

Offspring of the favoured one.

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;

Hail, th'incarnate Deity:

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the new-born King!



Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace!

Hail! the Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die:

Born to raise the son of earth,

Born to give them second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the new-born King !"



O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie.

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light

The hopes and fears of all the years,

Are met in thee tonight.



For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth

And praises sing to God the King

And Peace to men on earth



How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may his His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope 

for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
(A brief silence.)
Faithful Lord, you keep your promises. Move your 
church to sing like Mary and rejoice like Elizabeth. 
Teach us to sing of your faithfulness all our days. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Ancient of Days, with joy you danced over the 
waters and birthed creation. Give us joy in caring 
for the soil beneath us, the water around us,   
and the sky above us. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Prince of peace, your sacrifice gives abundant life 
to all. Raise up leaders in every nation whose 
goals are health and well-being for all people and 
creation. Grant them wisdom and compassion to 
serve as you would have them serve. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Good Shepherd, you feed your flock. Fill the 
hungry with good things. Lift up the lowly. 
Accompany the refugee. Comfort the lonely. 
Heal the sick (especially). Send us in haste to 
surround them with your love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Love Incarnate, you are with us at the manger, 
on the cross, and on the resurrection road. 
Walk with all who live with depression, grief, or 
heartache in this season.  Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Ever-living God, you are Alpha and Omega. 
We thank you for all who sing now in the 
heavenly choir, especially those dear to us. 
Join our voices with theirs in praise of the 
Christ child. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, 
we bring to you these prayers and those 
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~



OFFERTORY RESPONSE



OFFERING PRAYER
P:  God of abundance, we bring before you the 

precious fruits of your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 
we care for all those in need until the coming 
of your son, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                       

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,                                
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                               

Give us this day our daily bread;                                                   
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                          

as we forgive those who trespass against us;                            
and lead us not into temptation,                                                   

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.



~  COMMUNION  ~



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread 
and cup we have feasted again on your endless 
love. Let that love overflow more and more in 
our lives, that we may be messengers to 
prepare your way, harvesters of justice and 
righteousness, and bearers of your eternal 
Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen.



BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and                                                                              

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN  “Joy to the World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.



Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.



No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.



He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.



DISMISSAL
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve 
God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God.


















































