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PRELUDE 

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, 

and make us new.

C: Amen.



P: In these forty days, let us be honest, 

confess our sin, and receive God’s 

promise of mercy. (A brief silence.) 

Gracious God,

C: we have wandered far from your home; 

again and again, we lose our way. 



We turn inward, afraid of the world around 

us. We forget that you have saved your 

people before and promise to do so again. 

Do not remember the deeds of our past, 

but turn our faces toward the future, where 

your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is 

clear, and your love overflows. Amen.



P: Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God 

embraces you in tender care. Like manna     

in the desert, God feeds you with surprising 

mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to 

meet you again this day, forgiving your sins 

for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from 

death into life. 

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

Beneath the cross of Jesus

I long to take my stand;

the shadow of a mighty rock

within a weary land,

a home within a wilderness,

a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat

and burdens of the day.



Upon the cross of Jesus,

my eye at times can see

the very dying form of one

who suffered there for me.

And from my contrite heart, with tears,

two wonders I confess:

the wonder of his glorious love

and my unworthiness.



I take, O cross, your shadow

for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than

the sunshine of his face;

content to let the world go by,

to know no gain nor loss,

my sinful self my only shame,

my glory all, the cross.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION

P: Though we sometimes doubt and often 

resist God’s desire to protect and save us, 

our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s 

people have been called and gathered into 

a God-initiated relationship that will endure. 

Lent provides the church with a time and a 

tradition in which to seek the face of the 

Lord again. 



Lent provides another occasion to behold 

the God of our salvation in the face of the 

Blessed One who “comes in the name of 

the Lord.”

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) 

God of the covenant, 

C: in the mystery of the cross you promise 

everlasting life to the world. Gather all 

peoples into your arms, and shelter us with 

your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we 

share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Children’s 
Church                   



FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

A reading from Genesis, the 15th Chapter

After these things the word of the LORD came to 

Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But 

Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, 

for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 

is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You 

have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 

in my house is to be my heir.”



But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man 

shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 

issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside 

and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 

stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he 

said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And 

he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it 

to him as righteousness. Then he said to him,                       

“I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 



But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I 

shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer 

three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”                  

He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 

each half over against the other; but he did not cut the 

birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the 

carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was 

going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep 

and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 



When the sun had gone down and it was dark, 

a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day the LORD

made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of 

Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

R: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.



A Responsive Reading From Psalm 27

R: The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom then shall I fear? The LORD is                      

the stronghold of my life; of whom shall 

I be afraid?

C: When evildoers close in against me to 

devour my flesh, they, my foes and my 

enemies, will stumble and fall.



R: Though an army encamp against me, my 

heart will not fear. Though war rise up 

against me, my trust will not be shaken.

C: One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing    

I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 

the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze 

upon the beauty of the LORD and to 

seek God in the temple.



R: For in the day of trouble God will give                  

me shelter, hide me in the hidden places 

of the sanctuary, and raise me high up

on a rock.

C: Even now my head is lifted up above 

my enemies who surround me.

Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the                  

sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will 

sing and make music to the LORD.



R: Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call;                    

have mercy on me and answer me.

C: My heart speaks your message -

“Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD,                   

I will seek.



R: Hide not your face from me, turn not away 

from your servant in anger. Cast me not 

away - you have been my helper; forsake 

me not, O God of my salvation.

C: Though my father and my mother     

forsake me, the LORD will take me in.



R: Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on 

a level path,because of my oppressors.

C: Subject me not to the will of my foes,

for they rise up against me, false 

witnesses breathing violence.



R: This I believe - that I will see the 

goodness of the LORD in the land of 

the living!

C: Wait for the LORD and be strong.

Take heart and wait for the LORD!



SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17--4:1

A reading from Philippians.

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and 

observe those who live according to the example 

you have in us. For many live as enemies of the 

cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and 

now I tell you even with tears. Their end is 

destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is 
in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 



But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there 

that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation 

that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by 

the power that also enables him to make all things 

subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and 

sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

R: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION



GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35

P: The holy gospel according to Luke.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to 

Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill 

you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, 

‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 

cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 

finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day  

I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a 
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 



Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! See, your house 

is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 

until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is                  

the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON  

“Jerusalems, Foxes and Hens”



HYMN OF THE DAY “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

My faith looks up to thee,

thou Lamb of Calvary,

Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,

take all my guilt away,

oh, let me from this day

be wholly thine!



May thy rich grace impart

strength to my fainting heart,

my zeal inspire;

as thou hast died for me,

oh, may my love to thee

pure, warm, and changeless be,

a living fire!



While life's dark maze I tread

and griefs around me spread,

be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day,

wipe sorrow's tears away,

nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.



When ends life's transient dream,

when death's cold, sullen stream

shall o'er me roll;

blest Savior, then, in love

fear and distrust remove;

oh, bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul! 



Martin Luther’s Explanation to the 

1st Article of The Creed

THE FIRST ARTICLE: ON CREATION

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. I believe      

that God has created me together with all 

that exists. God has given me and still

preserves my body and soul: 



Eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses;

Reason and all mental faculties.

In addition, God daily and abundantly 

provides shoes and clothing, food and  

drink, house and farm spouse and children,

Fields, livestock, and all property –

along with all the necessities and 

nourishment for this body and life. 



God protects me against all danger and 

shields and preserves me from all evil.                       

And all this is done out of pure, fatherly,     

and divine goodness and mercy, without    

any merit or worthiness of mine at all.              

For all of this I owe it to God to thank and 

praise, serve and obey him. This is most 

certainly true. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of 

almighty God, we offer our prayers for the 

church, for people in need, and for all of 

creation. (A brief silence.) Compassionate 

God, call your people to stand firm as 

citizens of heaven. As we are humbled by 

your wondrous love, nurture such mercy in 

our hearts and ministries. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Display your faithfulness to creation in the 

changing of the seasons. Orchestrate the 

great song of praise that comes from 

rivers, birds, mountains, livestock, and 

wind. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Drown out the terror in the world with acts 

of loving kindness and generosity. Release 

political leaders from pride and fear to act 

justly and to serve citizens. 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Rush to answer those who cry out to you 

in time of trial (especially). Give shelter to 

your vulnerable children, and cover them 

in the comfort of your mothering wings. 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Grant solace to people who long to be 

parents, but have faced difficulty in 

bearing or adopting children. Build                                    

life-giving parent and child relationships 

for the sake of all. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Build up your holy community of saints 

through the work of bishops and 

missionaries. Spread your word through 

your people for the sake of the world. 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Reveal your will as you receive our 

prayers, and conform our ways to your 

ways; through the saving work of Jesus 

Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.

C:  And also with you.



OFFERING



~VIDEO DURING OFFERING ~

“Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle



OFFERTORY RESPONSE

We give thee but thine own, 

whatever the gift may be,

All that we have is thine alone, 

a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we though bounties thus, 

as stewards true receive,

And gladly as though blessed us, 

to thee our first fruits give.



OFFERING PRAYER

P: Generous God, you feed us with the 

harvest of the land, and you provide for 

our every need. Receive our gifts of 

money, imagination, and labor, and 

transform them into a feast that 

welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, 

our host and our guest. 

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the 

Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and 

praise.     



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.                         

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed      

us who brought nothing, turning our emptiness 

into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send 

us now to be ministers of reconciliation,     

mending broken hearts, working for justice, 

and striving for peace among all people, in the 

name of Jesus Christ.

C:  Amen.



BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN “Lead On, O King Eternal!”

Lead on, O King eternal!

The day of march has come;

henceforth in fields of conquest

your tents will be our home.

Through days of preparation

your grace has made us strong;

and now, O King eternal,

we lift our battle song.



Lead on, O King eternal,

till sin's fierce war shall cease,

and holiness shall whisper

the sweet amen of peace;

for not with swords loud clashing,

nor roll of stirring drums,

but deeds of love and mercy

the heav'nly kingdom comes.



Lead on, O King eternal:

we follow, not with fears,

for gladness breaks like morning

where'er your face appears.

Your cross is lifted o'er us;

we journey in its light;

the crown awaits the conquest;

lead on, O God of might!



DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C: Thanks be to God.









































OPENING HYMN “Lead Me To Calvary”

King of my life, I crown Thee now, 

Thine shall the glory be;

Lest I forget Thy thorn crowned brow, 

lead me to Calvary.

Chorus:

Lest I forget Gethsemane, 

Lest I forget Thine agony;

Lest I forget Thy love for me, 

Lead me to Calvary.



Show me the tomb where Thou wast laid,

tenderly mourned and wept;

Angels in robes of light arrayed

Guarded Thee whilst Thou slept. 

Chorus:

Lest I forget Gethsemane, 

Lest I forget Thine agony;

Lest I forget Thy love for me, 

Lead me to Calvary. 



Let me like Mary, through the gloom, 

Come with a gift to Thee;

Show to me now the empty tomb, 

lead me to Calvary. 

Chorus:

Lest I forget Gethsemane, 

Lest I forget Thine agony;

Lest I forget Thy love for me, 

Lead me to Calvary.



May I be willing, Lord, to bear 

daily my cross for Thee;

Even Thy cup of grief to share, 

Thou hast borne all for me. 

Chorus:

Lest I forget Gethsemane, 

Lest I forget Thine agony;

Lest I forget Thy love for me, 

Lead me to Calvary.



CLOSING HYMN

“The Church's One Foundation”

The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is his new creation

by water and the word.

From heav'n he came and sought her

to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her,

and for her life he died.



Elect from ev'ry nation,

yet one o'er all the earth,

her charter of salvation

one Lord, one faith, one birth:

one holy name she blesses,

partakes one holy food,

and to one hope she presses,

with ev'ry grace endued.



Though with a scornful wonder

this world sees her oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder,

by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping;

their cry goes up: "How long?"

And soon the night of weeping

shall be the morn of song.



Through toil and tribulation

and tumult of her war,

she waits the consummation

of peace forevermore;

till with the vision glorious

her longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious

shall be the church at rest.



Yet she on earth has union

with God, the Three in One,

and mystic sweet communion

with those whose rest is won.

Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!

Lord, save us by your grace,

that we, like saints before us,

may see you face to face.



Offertory Response



To God all glory, praise, and love

be now and ever giv'n

by saints below and saints above,

the church in earth and heav'n.



Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!


