
Faith Lutheran Church
Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

Sunday, January 7, 2018

Baptism of Our Lord ~ 9:30 am 



PRELUDE

WELCOME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of                                 

the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



P: God of all mercy and consolation, come 

to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us 

the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. (A brief silence.)

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; 



we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.                        

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,          

so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus 

Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins.                   

As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority,                      

I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

Songs of thankfulness and praise,

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;

manifested by the star

to the sages from afar,

branch of royal David's stem

in thy birth at Bethlehem:

anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.



Manifest at Jordan's stream,

prophet, priest, and king supreme;

and at Cana wedding guest

in thy Godhead manifest;

manifest in pow'r divine,

changing water into wine;

anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.



Manifest in making whole

weakened body, fainting soul;

manifest in valiant fight,

quelling all the devil's might;

manifest in gracious will,

ever bringing good from ill:

anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.



Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,

present in thy holy word;

grace to imitate thee now

and be pure, as pure art thou;

that we might become like thee

at thy great epiphany,

and may praise thee, ever blest,

God in flesh made manifest.



P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



Introduction to the day

P: Our re-creation in baptism is an image 

of the Genesis creation, where the 

Spirit/wind moved over the waters. 

Both Mark’s gospel and the story in 

Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s 

movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 

baptism from John’s. 



The Spirit has come upon us as upon 

Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us 

God’s beloved children and setting 

us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the 

world in the image of God’s vision of 

justice and peace.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) 

C: Holy God, creator of light and giver of 

goodness, your voice moves over the 

waters. Immerse us in your grace, and 

transform us by your Spirit, that we may 

follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,                               

now and forever. Amen.



CHILDREN’S 

CHURCH



FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

A reading from Genesis, the 1st chapter.

In the beginning when God created the heavens 

and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 



And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the first day.

R: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.



A Responsive Reading From Psalm 29

R: Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe 

to the LORD glory and strength.

C: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due 

God’s name; worship the LORD in 
the beauty of holiness.



R: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; the LORD is 

upon the mighty waters.

C: The voice of the LORD is a powerful 

voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice 
of splendor.



R: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar 

trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of 

Lebanon;

C: the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.



R: The voice of the LORD bursts forth in       

lightning flashes.

C: The voice of the LORD shakes the 

wilderness; the LORD shakes the 
wilderness of Kadesh.



R: The voice of the LORD makes the 

oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the LORD all                                  

are crying, “Glory!”

C: The LORD sits enthroned above the 

flood; the LORD sits enthroned as                        
king forevermore.



R: O LORD, give strength to your people;                                 

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

C: Amen.



SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

A reading from Acts, the 19th chapter. 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through 

the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where 

he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did 

you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, 

“Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 



Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the 

one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 

On hearing this, they were baptized in the name 

of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands 

on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke in tongues and prophesied -

altogether there were about twelve of them.

R: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.



“ALLELUIA”



GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

P: The holy gospel according to Mark, 

the 1st chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 



And people from the whole Judean countryside 

and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 

to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. 



I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus 

came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 

up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

“Spirit in the Water”



HYMN OF THE DAY “Baptized in Water”

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:

heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.



Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

dead in the tomb with Christ our king:

one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.



Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

marked with the sign of Christ our king:

born of the Spirit, we are God's children;

joyfully now God's praise we sing.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,                                                  

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the                                                

living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Confident that God our light and our 

salvation hears us when we pray, let us 

offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. (A brief 

silence.) For the church and the ministry 

of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will 

teach all people to forgive sins, ending 

violence and ushering in peace 

throughout the world, let us pray.                                                                                                                     

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For the earth and all living things,                             

for favorable weather, for plants and 

animals, that you will cause all creation to 

thrive in the care of good stewards,                            

let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For the leaders of national and local 

governments, agencies, and organizations, 

for areas of the world suffering from war 

that you will bless all people with plenty,                  

let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For the sick and suffering, the 

imprisoned and hungry, the lonely 

and grieving (especially), that Christ 

our great physician will soothe and 

console all in need, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: For our local community, and for this 

congregation, that in our joys and 

sorrows we remember that we are 

God’s beloved children, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the 

faith, both distant and near, who have 

taught us to believe the good news of 

Christ, let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.



P: Merciful God, you hear our prayers 

even before we speak them. Receive 

them for the sake of the one through 

whom you have revealed your 

goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.

C: Amen.



PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.



OFFERING

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~

“Do Something” by Matthew West



OFFERTORY RESPONSE



OFFERING PRAYER
P: God with us: You came as a baby to a 

manger. You slept on straw and greeted 

shepherds. You come again in bread 

and wine. Remind us how good you are 

at blessing ordinary things. And then, 

through these gifts, help us to bless the 

lives of others in the strength of your 

holy name. 

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise 

to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.



~  COMMUNION  ~



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: By your Word you called your people 

Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 

freedom from captivity, water on the 

desert journey, a pathway home from 

exile, wisdom for life with you. 

For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.



BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 

and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

“Arise, Your Light Has Come!”

Arise, your light has come!

The Spirit's call obey;

show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.



Arise, your light has come!

Fling wide the prison door;

proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.



Arise, your light has come!

All you in sorrow born,

bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.



Arise, your light has come!

The mountains burst in song!

Rise up like eagles on the wing,

God's pow'r will make us strong.



DISMISSAL

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast 

to that which is good; render to no one 

evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; help the afflicted; 

honor all people; love and serve God, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God.



Please remember

to take your

2017 statement!
























