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Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman 
will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the 
annunciation and birth of the one named 
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final 
days of Advent we pray, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on 
ancient prayers appointed for the seven days 
preceding Christmas. 



On this final Sunday of Advent we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of 
the one born to save us from the 
power of sin and death.

C: Amen.



P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) 
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and 

come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that    
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 
receive your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



A Reading from Isaiah 9:6-7

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  



His authority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the throne 

of David and his kingdom. He will establish 

and uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will do this."























A Reading from Micah 5:2

"But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one 

who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 

from of old, from ancient days.”











A Reading from Luke 2:4-5

"And Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered 
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child.” 





A Reading from Luke 2:6-7 

"And so it was, that, while they were there, 

the days were accomplished that she should 

be delivered. And she brought forth her 

firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn."





A Reading from Luke 2:8-14 

"And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them,



Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; You shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. 



And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God, and saying, Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men."





HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"



Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"



Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth.



Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"



A Reading from Luke 2:15-20

"And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now 
go to Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known unto us. And they came with haste, 
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. 



And when they had seen it, they 
made known that which was told 
them concerning this child. And all 
who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.



And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them."





Hymn of the day:

THE FIRST NOEL

The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds 
in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay 
keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night 
that was so deep.



Refrain:

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east, 
beyond them far;
and to the earth 
it gave great light,
and so it continued 
both day and night.



Refrain:

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



A Reading from Matthew 2:1-12

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, Saying, 'Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews? for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.' 



When Herod the king had heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. And they said unto 
him, 'In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet, 



And you Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, art not the least among the 

princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 

come a ruler, who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.'



Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star appeared. And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, and said, 'Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also.' 



When they had heard the king, they 
departed; and, lo, the star, which they 
saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young 
child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him: 



and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. And being warned of God in a 
dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way."





WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE

We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, 
moor and mountain,
following yonder star.



Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, 
still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.



Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth 
and skies. 



Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, 
still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.





A Reading from Galatians 4:4-5

"But when the fulness of the time was 

come, God sent forth his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, to redeem 

them that were under the law, so that

we might receive adoption as children."











BAPTISM

Pierce Allen Rowlett



Prayers of Intercession:

P: Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, 
let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. (A brief silence.)
Hear your church, O God, as we pray for 
all who belong to Jesus Christ. Where 
the church is scorned, preserve it; 
where the church is privileged, grant it 
humility. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Hear your earth, O God, as we pray 
for its healing and care. Protect the 
grapevine and the mighty cedar, the 
mountains and seas and all that is in 
them. Give life, that all life may call on 
your name. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Hear the nations, O God, as we pray 
for those who hold power and 
authority over people and lands. 
Help those who create and uphold 
good laws and those working to 
reform what is unjust, that the world 
might better reflect your grace. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Hear those in need, O God, as we pray 
for all who face uncertainty: refugees 
and immigrants, those who are 
imprisoned, and those without work, 
housing, food, or health care. Bring 
good news to all in need of hope. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Hear this community of faith, O God, 
as we pray for families and friends who 
gather in this season, for travelers and 
hosts, and for those who will work or 
serve others this Christmas. Let the 
peace of Emmanuel, God-with-us, shine 
in every heart. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Hear all who mourn, O God, as we 
remember the lives of our beloved 
dead. Encourage the living to learn from 
our ancestors in faith as we follow your 
call. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. 
Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in 
each day and hour we may love and 
serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.



P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.



~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~

“He Is The Gift” 
by Shawna Belt Edwards







OFFERING PRAYER

P: Generous God, you have given us life, 
this community,  and these gifts of the 
earth that become the meal of your 
grace. Move in our hearts, that we 
might use your gifts to bring hope and 
blessing wherever we go through 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.







THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.





ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strains.



Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be?

Which inspire your heavenly songs?



Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.



Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



See Him in a manger laid,

Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth;

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

With us sing our Savior's birth.



Refrain:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight over all the earth
Ye, who sang Creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth
Come and worship, come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King.



Shepherds in the fields abiding
Watching over your flocks by night
God with man is now residing
Yonder shines the Infant light
Come and worship, come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King.



P: Emmanuel God with us, you grace us 
with life and breath and give us bread 
for the journey. Send us out in service 
to this world that you love, telling the 
amazing news of your coming to be 
Savior and Lord of all.

C: Amen.



P: Grace from God’s own heart, 
peace from the + Child in the manger, 
and strength from the Spirit of life be 
blessings for you today and always.

C: Amen.



Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,

over the hills 
and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.



While shepherds 
kept their watching

o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens

there shone a holy light.



Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,

over the hills 
and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.



The shepherds feared 
and trembled

when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior‘s birth.



Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,

over the hills 
and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.



Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,

and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. 



Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,

over the hills 
and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.



DISMISSAL
P: Christ is born! Go tell it on the 

mountain and everywhere!
C: Amen!


