
Maundy Thursday, April 13, 7:00 pm:                                           

The Last Supper is celebrated around candlelit                  
tables in the form of a cross. 
 
Good Friday, April 14, 7:00 pm: 

We hear the 7 last words of Jesus from the cross in 
a special Tennebrae (gradual darkening) service.    
(6 readers are needed for this service, so please 
volunteer to Pastor Rick.) 
 
Easter Sunday, April 16: 

8 – 9am – Sunrise devotional and annual 
                   Pancakes & ham breakfast 
9:30 am – Festive worship celebrating 
                    the Resurrection of our Lord 

* To those who helped with the church cleanup                                                                                

 yesterday….our Church is looking great! 

* To everyone who helped make our Wednesday     

 Lenten Simple Suppers so wonderful! 

  
 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 
Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 

April 9, 2017      9:30 am 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL             Matthew 21:1-11 
(All gather at the rear of the sanctuary; each person takes a palm) 
P:   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:   Hosanna in the highest. 
P:  When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
 at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,  
 “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
 donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.    
 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ 
 And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what 
 had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of 
 Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
 donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and 
 did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
 colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 
 crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches  
 from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 
 ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the              
 Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
 Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, 
 the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds 
 were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
BLESSING OF PALMS 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) We praise you, O God, for redeeming 
 the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the 
 holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those 
 who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these 
 branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our 
 Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
 resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the  same Jesus 
 Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us go forth in peace. 
C: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 



Opening Hymn 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray.  (A brief silence.) 
C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human  race 
 you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our  nature and 
 to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to 
 share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious   
 victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
Raise your palm as you enter the sanctuary. 

Annual Pancake & Ham Breakfast 

Easter Sunday morning  8-9am 

Thanks to all who donated items. 

There will be a free will collection 

basket in the Fellowship Room. 

Have you been a reader or a greeter yet?  
We need greeters AND we need readers!  

 

 

 

 

Sign Up sheets for both are on the board. Thanks! 

The butterflies are getting ready to                             

appear!  Come to church at 9 am this 

Saturday, April 15th to help                                        

put up our butterflies!  

Easter Egg Hunt will be held next  
Saturday,  April 15th at 1pm. 

Thanks to those who donated 
candy and helped prepare for 

this fun event for kids  
5th grade and younger! 

The Out to Dinner Group will meet Friday, 
April 28th at 6:00 PM at the Road Dawg 

Family Restaurant, 2956 Milwaukee Road, 
Beloit, WI.  Please sign up by  

Sunday, April 23rd. Everyone’s invited! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/pT5/oex/pT5oexRac.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cliparts.co/easter-egg-hunt-images&h=1260&w=1770&tbnid=hGP-vo5e01cm1M:&docid=5G6HWWmigLqLLM&ei=hh7jVoC9FMWrjgScw5WwAg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiAmJWEsbnLAh
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/dTr/AgE/dTrAgEXT9.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/image-shaking-hands&h=300&w=400&tbnid=2JF579BaPfJN1M:&docid=yQQYHG1lyhV3aM&ei=UCXjVrecH4X5jgTogbSYBw&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEw


 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: - Aaron, Adam N., Alexis & Deacon,   
Alyson & Jarrett, Aubrey, Audrey, Aunt Pat, Barb, Barry & 
Shelby, Ben & Bethany, Beth, Bill, Bob, Boyd, Inez & Family, 
Brayton, Brett, Brian, Carl, Cindy, Claudine, Courtney, Dave, 
Debi, Denise, Don, Ellis McGuire, Eloise, Emily, Ethel,          
Everyone, Florence, Gary, Gavin, George, Gerry Cliffe &  
Family, Harriet, Heidi, Helen, Hunter, Ian, Irene A., Jaleena, 
James Davis Family, Jane, Janie, Jean, Jeff, Jeremy & Family, 
Jerry, Jessica, Jimmy, John, Joyce Hatch Family, Juliet, 
June, Kathy Mears, Kelly, Kennadi, Kenny, Kevin, Larry, Larry 
Coots, Lisa, Lucas, Marion, Marjean, Mary, Maureen M.,       
Nikko, Norvain, Rich, Ricky, Rob Butz & Family, Robin, Roger, 
Roxanne & Family, Sara, Sarah, Scott, Shalom, Sharon, 
Shirley, Stephany, Steve, Sue, Teresa, Terri, Terry, Tim, 
Todd, Tom, Tom & Gale Miller, Tristan, Val, Vance, Vicki,             
Viola, Zach, all servicemen and women, the homeless, our 
shut-ins and our college students - keep them safe from harm. 

Empty Easter Basket Canned Food                                                                      
Drive FOR OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRY at 
The old stone church in rockton, IL 

 

Thanks so much for your generosity!  

      Our food drive ends today. 
 

~ Thank you ~ Karen Murr and Patti Dunaway 

 
In the event of a pastoral care emergency or hospitalization, 
please contact Pastor Rick: Church office: 815-389-1824 or 
cell: 815-566-5247.  Also let Pastor know if there is someone 
who is homebound and would like a visit and Communion.   

The church email address is: faithsouthbeloit@gmail.com 
 

                             
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Children’s  ChurCh  
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9 
A reading from Isaiah, the 50th chapter. 
  

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning             
he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The 
Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did  not 
turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have 
not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
  
 

R:  

 

SECOND READING   Philippians 2:5-11 
A reading is from Philippians, the 2nd chapter. 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of  
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of  
death - even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

R:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The MESSAGE today is Matthew’s version of the Passion of 
Christ. It is being read in five steps, with a short reflection by 
the Pastor after each section. This traditional reading leads 
us into our Holy Week worship. (Note: the version being read 
is slightly different than the printed version.) 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 27:1-66 
A reading from Matthew, the 27th chapter. 
 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the 
people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about 
his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate the governor. 
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned,  he 
repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and the elders. He said, “I have sinned by betraying                    
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it                
yourself.” Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he               
departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, 
taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into 
the treasury, since they are blood money.” After conferring togeth-
er, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury for-
eigners. For this reason that field has been called the Field of 
Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on 
whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave 
them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”  

 

Financials for Sunday, April 2, 2017 - Week 14 
Attendance - 100 

Weekly Offering Actual   $3,012.25 
Weekly Offering Budget   $2,111.00 
2017 YTD Actual Offering                        $29,322.18 
2017 YTD Offering Needed                       $29,554.00 
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan             $1,510.00 

   Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Altar Guild  - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician -  Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier 
Counters - Carol & Roger Frey 
Fellowship - Viola Thostenson 
Greeters - Gail and Dennis Kelce 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Reader -  Ellen Olson 
Ushers - Ray Wendell and Craig Miller 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

Worship 
 
 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We are so happy to have 
you worship with us today! Please join us after worship in our                      
Fellowship Room for beverages, snacks and conversation. 
 
Communion is by intinction. Come forward as directed by the               
ushers, receive the bread with an open hand, then dip it in the         
wine (dark) or juice (light). If you accidentally eat the bread before 
dipping or drop it, please ask for another piece. You don’t have to 
be a member of Faith or be Lutheran to take  Communion. Christ is 
the host of the meal - ALL baptized believers are welcome! 
 
Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please 
make sure to catch up with your offering the next week. Or, if 
you’d like, please mail it to the church office and write “offering” on 
the envelope and it will be included in that week’s offering and seen 
only by the designated counters for the day. Thank you for being 
faithful. 



 

 

SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING HYMN 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer.  
Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many                         
accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no        
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. Now at the festival the governor was                         
accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious                         
prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had                        
handed him over.  
While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word 
to him, “Have nothing to do with that  innocent man, for today 
I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor 
again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to                       
release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to 
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he 
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 
the more, “Let him be crucified!” So when Pilate saw that he 
could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then 
the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on 
our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the                           
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his 
head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him 
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  



They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 
him. As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene 
named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes 
among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there 
and kept watch over him.  
Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two bandits were 
crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those 
who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the 
scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved  
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 
him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; 
for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” The bandits who were                    
crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.  
 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  
When some of the  bystanders heard it, they said, “This man 
is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a 
sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 
him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to save him.”  
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his 
last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 
The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory 
       forever and ever.  Amen. 

                         
                       COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:   Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to 
 your heart, and nourished us at your table with food and drink, 
 the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
 people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and 
 evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:   Amen 
 

BLESSING 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on 
 you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 

 and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring 
 forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. 
 Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that 
 all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on 
 the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
DIALOGUE: 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
 
 

Now when the centurion and those with him, who were                  
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” Many women were also there, looking on from a                          
distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had                    
provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee. 
 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to 
be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the 
tomb and went away.  
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting                   
opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the day of             
Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered              
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor 
said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 
Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and 
tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the 
last deception would be worse than the first.”  
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it 
as secure as you can.” So they went with the guard and made 
the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
     
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the 
 church, the earth, and all who are in need. (A brief silence.) 
 Redeeming God, your church proclaims your gospel of truth 
 and courage. Gather your children together to share in the 
 promise of Christ. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Hosanna, Son of David. Lead your children to care for your 
 good creation and all its inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, 
 and all living creatures. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Soften the hearts of political leaders who ignore or deny             
 suffering, struggle, and injustice. Lift up leaders who seek 
 your will for the sake of their people. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Bring companionship to those who feel abandoned, comfort 
 to those in pain, hope to those in despair, and healing to all 
 in need (especially). Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Walk with this community as we remember your life-giving 
 passion and death. Send us forth burning with desire to 
 share your word with a hurting world. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We remember those who were imprisoned or martyred for 
 their faith and give thanks for their bold confession and                   
 witness. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom 
 we pray, trusting in your steadfast love; through Christ our 
 Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
              VIDEO  DURING OFFERTORY 
       “HOSANNA” by Curtis Tuttle 


