
 



 

 GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE 
Tenebrae refers to “gradual darkening.”  We will hear the 
last seven sayings of Jesus from the cross and gradually 
darken the sanctuary, bare the altar, and pound a nail in 
the cross.  The service will conclude in darkness and 
silence to await the resurrection. 
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Invocation 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 

 



 

Invocation 

P: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
C:  Why are you so far from saving me,  so far 

from my cries of anguish? 
 

P: My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 
 by night, but I find no rest.

 

C: Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;   
 you are the one Israel praises. 
 

P: In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted 
 and you delivered them. 
C:  To you they cried out and were saved; in you 

 they trusted and were not put to shame.  
 

P:  The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek 
 the LORD will praise him - may your hearts live 
 forever! 

C:  All the ends of the earth  will remember and 
 turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 
 nations  will bow down  before him, for 
 dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules 
 over the nations. 

 

P:  All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all 
 who go  down to the dust will kneel before him - 
 those who cannot keep themselves alive. 

C: Posterity will serve him; future generations will 
 be told  about the Lord. They will proclaim his 
 righteousness, declaring to a people yet 
 unborn: He has done it! 

 
Psalm 22:  
1-5, 26-31 



    
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to 
 draw all people to himself. Grant that we who have 
 been born out of his wounded side may at all times 
 find mercy in  him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Word 1 from the Cross:    
“FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT 
WHAT THEY DO.  (Luke 23:33-34a) 
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
Hymn “Lead Me to Calvary” 
 

Word 2 from the Cross:    
“ I SAY TO YOU : TODAY YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN 
PARADISE.”  (Luke 23:39-43) 
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
Hymn  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs. 1 &2 
 

Word 3 from the Cross:  
“WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON! BEHOLD YOUR 
MOTHER!”    (John 19:25-27) 
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
Hymn  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs. 3 & 4 
 

Word 4 from the Cross: “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY 
HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?”   (Mark 15:33-34)                       
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
Hymn  “Were You There?” vs. 1 & 2 

Word 5 from the Cross: “I THIRST”  (John 19:28-29) 
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
Hymn “Were You There” vs. 3 & 4 
 

Word 6 from the Cross: “IT IS FINISHED” (John 19:30a)   
Meditation 
Dimming of lights, baring the altar, pounding a nail. 
       
Word 7 from the Cross: “FATHER, INTO THY HANDS     
I COMMEND MY SPIRIT”   (Luke 23:44-46) 
Meditation 
The final nail is pounded, the cross is then draped in 
black and raised, all lights are extinguished.  A spotlight 
comes upon the cross. 
 

VIDEO   
“His Life For Mine” by Talley Trio 

 
The Benediction 
 

Let us go in darkness and complete silence 
to await the Resurrection of our Lord 


