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PRELUDE

WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND 

FORGIVENESS



P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩
one God, who calls us beloved 
children, who gathers us into 
one flock, who guides us into 
all truth.

C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sins, trusting 
that God will forgive us and 
cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
Faithful and just God,

C: we confess that we are captive 
to doubt and fear, bound by the 
ways that lead to death. 



We have not loved our sisters and 
brothers as you have first loved us. 
Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your 
Holy Spirit work in us to change our 
lives and make us new, that we may 
know the abundant life given in Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



P: In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that God loved us and sent the 
Son to atone for our sins. In the 
name of + Jesus Christ, I announce 
to you that your sins are forgiven. 
Let the perfect love of God cast out 
fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you 
to live for others.

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN           

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”

Come, you faithful, raise the strain

of triumphant gladness!

God has brought forth Israel

into joy from sadness,

loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke

Jacob's sons and daughters;

led them with unmoistened foot

through the Red Sea waters.



'Tis the spring of souls today:

Christ has burst his prison,

and from three days' sleep in death

as a sun has risen.

All the winter of our sins,

long and dark, is flying

from the Light to whom we give

laud and praise undying.



Alleluia! now we cry

to our Lord immortal,

who triumphant burst the bars

of the tomb's dark portal;

Alleluia! with the Son

God the Father praising;

Alleluia! yet again 

to the Spirit raising.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.                                                     

C: Amen.



INTRODUCTION

P:   The Easter season is a week of 
weeks, seven Sundays when we 
play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the 
glorious Gospel of John. Today we 
gather with the disciples on the 
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the 
Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask 
for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 
wounded self in the broken bread. 



From frightened individuals 
we are transformed into a 
community of open doors, 
peace, forgiveness, and 
material sharing such that no 
one among us is in need.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.)

Almighty God, 
C: with joy we celebrate the day of our 

Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 
Christ among us, enable us to show 
the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.





FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35
R: A reading from Acts, the 4th chapter.

Now the whole group of those who 
believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any                     
possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the                  
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 



There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. They laid 
it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



A Responsive Reading From Psalm 133

R: How good and how pleasant it is, 
when kindred live together in unity!

C: It is like fine oil upon the head, 
flowing down upon the beard, upon 
the beard of Aaron, flowing down 
upon the collar of his robe.



R: It is like the dew of Hermon 
flowing down upon the hills of 
Zion. For there the LORD has 
commanded the blessing: 
life forevermore.

C: Amen.



SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2
R: A reading from 1st John, the first chapter.

We declare to you what was from the 
beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life - this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify 
to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed 
to us -



we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the   Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 
This is the message we have heard from 
him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness at all.



If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; but if 
we walk in the light as he himself is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son   
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 



If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 
and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. 



But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
for ours only but  also for the sins of 
the whole world.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA



GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
P: The holy gospel according to John, 

the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first 
day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.”



After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.”



But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 
one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” A 
week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. 



Although the doors were shut, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 



Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are 
written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

“We Declare: Life in Christ’s Name”



HYMN OF THE DAY  
“Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!

Gratefully our hearts adore him

as his light once more appears;

bowing down in joy before him,

rising up from griefs and tears.



Refrain

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!



Christ is risen! All the sadness

of our Lenten fast is o'er;

through the open gates of gladness

he returns to life once more;

death and hell before him bending

see him rise, the victor now,

angels on his steps attending,

glory round his wounded brow.  



Refrain

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!



Christ is risen! All the sorrow

that last evening round him lay

now has found a glorious morrow

in the rising of today.

See the grave its firstfruits giving,

springing up from holy ground;

Christ was dead, but now is living;

he was lost, but he is found. 



Refrain

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!



Christ is risen! Henceforth never

death or hell shall us enthrall.

We are Christ's, in him forever

we have triumphed over all.

All the doubting and dejection

of our trembling hearts have ceased;

hail the day of resurrection!

Let us rise and keep the feast.  



Refrain

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through 
the prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Rejoicing in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray 
for the witness of the church, the 
wholeness of creation, and all who 
are in need. (A brief silence.)



Holy God, you speak peace in 
the presence of fear. Give us 
courage to testify to your 
grace with our lives. 
Embolden prophets, 
preachers, and teachers to 
speak your truth.                                       
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Holy God, you create peace in the 
midst of chaos. Where storms rage 
and winds howl, bring calm. Protect 
people and animals from the 
dangers of weather. Restore 
damaged lands and homes. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Holy God, you are peace in a 
violent world. Heal neighborhoods 
ravaged by crime. Reconcile political                      
factions at war. Build relationships 
where suspicion keeps us apart, 
and bring us to the day of unity. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Holy God, you bring peace to a 
hurting world. Fill the stomachs of 
the hungry. Bind up the shattered. 
Give rest to the weary and hope to 
the disillusioned. Restore the sick 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Holy God, you breathe your Spirit of 
peace into us. Enlivened by the 
Spirit, equip us to bring new life to 
all we meet in our work and in our 
play. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Holy God, you are our peace in this 
world and the next. Comfort all 
who mourn (especially). Hold them 
in your tender care. Bring us all 
around the table as we share the 
heavenly banquet. 
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: We entrust all our prayers to you, 
gracious God. Receive  them by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the love of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
C. And also with you.



VIDEO DURING OFFERING

“Hold You Up” by Shane Harper



Offertory Response



OFFERING PRAYER
P: Through Jesus, your Word 

made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those 
entombed by death, the way of 
your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.



DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise 

to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks 

and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(MODERN VERSION)

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of 

Christ’s death and resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water 
to give new life, and the bread of 
heaven to nourish your people.                   
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ 
resurrection that we may show your 
glory to all the world; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C: Amen.



BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 

and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever.

C: Amen.



CLOSING  HYMN 

“Choral Benediction”

May the light of God shine on us today.

May the light of God shine on us today.

May it show us where to travel;

lead us back if we should stray.

May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today.

May the love of God live in us today.

May the warmth we feel within us; 

show in all we do and say.

May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today.

May the peace of God be with us today.

May it guide us and protect us;

as we go our separate ways.

May the peace of God be with us today!



P: Go in peace. 

serve the Lord!

C:  Thanks be to God. 

DISMISSAL



Thanks for worshipping 

with us today!

Please join us in the 

Fellowship Hall for 

refreshments




