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PRELUDE

WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND 

FORGIVENESS



P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩ one God, who calls us 
beloved children, who gathers 
us into one flock, who guides us 
into all truth.

C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sins, trusting 
that God will forgive us and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
Faithful and just God,

C: we confess that we are captive to 
doubt and fear, bound by the 
ways that lead to death. 



We have not loved our sisters and 
brothers as you have first loved us. 
Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your 
Holy Spirit work in us to change our 
lives and make us new, that we may 
know the abundant life given in Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



P: In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that God loved us and sent the 
Son to atone for our sins. In the 
name of + Jesus Christ, I announce 
to you that your sins are forgiven. 
Let the perfect love of God cast out 
fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you 
to live for others.

C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.                                                     

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
P: The image of the Good Shepherd 

shows us how the risen Christ brings us 
to life. It is the relationship between 
the shepherd and the sheep, one of 
mutual knowledge and love, that gives 
the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s 
willingness to lay down his life for the 
sheep shows his love. 



First John illustrates what it 
means to lay down our lives for 
one another by the example of 
sharing our wealth with any 
sister or brother in need.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) 
O Lord Christ, 

C: good shepherd of the sheep, you 
seek the lost and guide us into your 
fold. Feed us, and we shall be 
satisfied; heal us, and we shall be 
whole. Make us one with you, for 
you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.





FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
A reading from Acts, the 4th chapter.

The next day the rulers, elders, and 
scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, 
and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. When they had 
made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, “By what power or by 
what name did you do this?”



Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, “Rulers of the people 
and elders, if we are questioned 
today because of a good deed done 
to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, 
let it be known to all of you, and to 
all the people of Israel, 



that this man is standing before you 
in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders; it 
has become the cornerstone.’ 



There is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved.”

R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



A Responsive Reading 
From Psalm 23

P: The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want.

C: The LORD makes me lie down 
in green pastures and leads 
me beside still waters.



P: You restore my soul, O LORD, and 
guide me along right pathways 
for your name’s sake.

C: Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death,  I shall 
fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.



P: You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over.

C: Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever.



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24
A reading from 1st John, the 3rd chapter.

We know love by this, that Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us - and we ought to 
lay down our lives for one another. How 
does God’s love abide in anyone who has 
the world’s goods and sees a brother or 
sister in need and yet refuses help? Little 
children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action. 



And by this we will know that we are 
from the truth and will reassure our 
hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; and 
we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 



And this is his commandment, that we 
should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as 
he has commanded us. All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know 
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us.

R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA



GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
P: The holy gospel according to John, 

the 10th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away - and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. 



The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I 
lay down my life for the sheep. I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 



For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to 
take it up again. No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received 
this command from my Father.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

“I’m Hearing Voices! Are You?”



HYMN OF THE DAY 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.



Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.



Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.



In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Rejoicing in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
we pray for the witness of the 
church, the wholeness of 
creation, and all who are in need. 
(A brief silence.) Bless all who 
shepherd your sheep and guide 
them in their serving. 



We pray for church custodians, 
office managers, Sunday school 
teachers, confirmation leaders, 
baptismal sponsors, deacons, 
pastors, youth workers, and 
bishops. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Restore natural environments 
damaged by our hands. We 
pray for river valleys and grassy 
plains, coral reefs and arctic ice, 
mountains, deserts, and 
marshlands.  
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Protect and guide first responders. 
Bring mercy and justice with their 
presence. We pray for military 
personnel, firefighters, paramedics,                   
and police officers, and for disaster 
relief and crisis intervention teams.       
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Heal and renew all who ache for a 
better tomorrow. We pray for the 
unemployed and underemployed, 
the forgotten, the nameless, and 
the outcasts; for our enemies; and 
for our loved ones (especially).               
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Nourish us with the testimony of all 
the disciples who have gone before 
us. We give thanks for the faithful  
departed and their witness in every 
age.  Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: We entrust all our prayers to you, 
gracious God. Receive them by 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
and the love of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you.



VIDEO DURING OFFERING
Psalm 23



Offertory Response



OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to 

you, holy God, for by your Word 
you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth 
beauty from chaos, and brought 
life into being. For your Word of 
life, O God,                                                                                                                     

C: we give you thanks and praise.



DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise 

to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks 

and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,                            
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Life-giving God, in the mystery of 

Christ’s death and resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water 
to give new life, and the bread of 
heaven to nourish your people.                   
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ 
resurrection that we may show your 
glory to all the world; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C: Amen.



BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 

and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN 
“God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

God be with you till we meet again;
by good counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd's care enfold you;
God be with you till we meet again.



Refrain
Till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again,)
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again.)
God be with you till we meet again.



God be with you till we meet again;
holy wings securely hide you,
daily manna still provide you;
God be with you till we meet again. 
Refrain



Refrain
Till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again,)
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again.)
God be with you till we meet again.



God be with you till we meet again;
when life's perils thick confound you,
put unfailing arms around you;
God be with you till we meet again. 
Refrain



Refrain
Till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again,)
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again.)
God be with you till we meet again.



P: Go in peace. 

Serve the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God. 

DISMISSAL



Next Sunday, April 29th 
Noisy Can Collection 

for the Beloit Domestic Violence                    
Survivor Center


