We pray for our shut-ins, college students, all military
service men & women and families, all who are homeless
or unemployed, our shut-ins, our friends and family, and:
Marcy Schwarz, Claire, Steve, Gary, Todd, Jean, Larry,
Gary, Zach, Taylor, Troy, Bill, Darrell, Bob, Steve, Bob P., Janet, Jaleena,
Steve, Pat, Payton, Lori, Tina, Doug, Tallen, McKena, Tracy, Don, Ian &
Family, Tristan & Family, Brayton, Bev, Brian, Brett, Cindy, Courtney, Dick,
Jim H., Kelli, Marion, Mike, Roger, Teresa, Tina, Shelly, Gavin, Barry &
Alyson, Alyson, Jarrett, Mandy, Shirley, Brad, Brenda, Maken, Tallen,
Meri, Leila, Tina, Doug, Ann, Beth Tammy, Tracy, Claudine, Jolynn, Sherry
Lou, John, Gary McGuire & Family, Ryan McGuire & Family, Eric Murphy
& Family, Dail Shepherd, John Claudine, Irene, Julie, Zach, Jolynn, Jim,
Sheri, Jackie, Donna, Janice, Erik, Nicole, Rich, Larry, Jenny, Jackie, Colton,
Taylor, Witten, Pierce, Maya, Tiana, Nate, Nap, Jimmy, Heidi, Hune,
Diane, Don, Dick, Florence, Don, Larry, Rich, Tom, Jenny, Chuck, Curt,
Hill Family, Selena, Lisa, Bert E., Reasha Orr, Selena Wright, Lisa Wright,
Eddie Haire, Julie Wright, Irene A., Maureen M., Kathy P., Adam N., Paula,
Melissa, Jen, Kathy Mears, Jeff, Tom, Larry, Austin and all military and our
1st Responders, Debi, Chancy, Tammi, Janie, Marshall, Shirley, Ruth,
Amanda, Larry, Kate, Randy, Diane A., Leah S., Henry, Vic, Steve, Violet,
Brad, Shirley, George, Nickel Family, Rogalla Family, Kosmatka Family,
Carol McKechnie, Jane Makholm and family, Debi Nelson, Laurray & John
Coots, Russell G. Scheibel, Helen and Pastor Rick
****************************************************************

SUNDAY, March 8

MARCH BIRTHDAYS - Enjoy your special day!
1-Mason Rice-Devlin, 7-Aubrey Miller & Hayden
Gruenberg, 10-Dennis Kelce, 16-Aaron Miller,
17-Jean Warn, 20-Mike Murphy, 26-Bailey Binder,
28-Melissa Castro, 31-Aly Hatch and Amber Miller
An updated Shut-In information sheet is on
the board. Please feel free to take one & send
each of them a card & prayers for Easter!
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Faith Lutheran Church
Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

Sunday, March 1, 2020 - 1st Sunday in Lent
9:30 am

PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
VIDEO LENTEN GREETING: BISHOP JEFF CLEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present,
who gives life, who calls into existence the things that
do not exist.
C: Amen.
P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could
stand? Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
(A brief silence.) Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have
wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed
from your love for all people. Turn us back to you,
O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we
may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your
house forever. Amen.
P: Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in
tender care. Like manna in the desert, God feeds you
with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to
meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake
of + Christ, leading you from death into life.
C: Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

What is your faith journey?
Could you tell us your story?
Pastor Rick will help you organize your
thoughts & interview you for one of our
5 Wednesday Lenten services.
Wed., March 4 - Pat & Bernie Parisot

Please plan to join us each week!






YOU ARE
INVITED!
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
P: Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert.
His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten
pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil.
This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the
heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of
life to nourish us for the days ahead.
C: Amen.
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Begins at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Room
Followed with Lenten service at 6:30pm
Wednesdays: March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1
The sign up sheets are on the board.
Come for supper and/or church.
Church provides dinnerware, water &
coffee, butter, bread, and crackers.

For your Lenten journey, Pastor has ordered
a devotional booklet for every family, entitled
“Take Up Your Cross.” The theme coordinates
with our Wednesday evening worship series.

EMPTY EASTER BASKET FOOD DRIVE
Today through Sunday, April 5th
Biggest needs are: canned vegetables
and any cereal, but not oatmeal.
We appreciate your generosity!
Thanks, Teresa Moffitt, Social Ministry
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Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church

We are happy to have you worship with us today!
Join us in our Fellowship Room for a bite to eat & drink.
COMMUNION ~ Receive your bread or gluten-free wafer, take a
small cup of wine (dark) or grape juice (light). Dispose of your cup
in the receptacle on your way back to your seat.
OFFERING ~ If you are unable to attend worship, please make
sure to catch up with your offering or mail it in. Thanks for being
so faithful in giving generously to God’s work at Faith Lutheran.
Financials for last Sunday, February 23 - Week #8
Attendance - 92
Weekly Offering Actual
$1,641.00
Weekly Offering Budget
$2,198.00
2019 YTD Actual Offering
$23,537.00
2019 YTD Offering Needed $17,584.00

Today’s Worship Leaders
Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey
Computer Technician - Mike Banker
Offering Video - Helen Meier
Reader - Mike Marty
Counters - Carol & Roger Frey
Fellowship - George & Sue Brunson
Greeters - Cathy & Mike Murphy
Musician - Jacob Handrich
Ushers - Doug Congdon & Curtis Blakeman
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier
We are pleased to welcome Jacob Handrich as our
musician this morning. He is studying music & plans to
use his talent to play for worship. Our hope is to include
Jacob in our services, along with Jo Ann Medernach
to be one of our church musicians in the future.
FREE CHRISTIAN PIANO & ORGAN CONCERT
Tuesday, March 3 at 1pm ~ Open to the Public
River of Life Church ~ 2345 Prairie Ave., Beloit
Musicians: Jo Ann Medernach and Judy Paddock
What a great success! Thanks to everyone
who helped in any way with this now-famous
annual event! All of this year’s proceeds will
benefit Family Promise of Greater Beloit.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) Lord God, our strength,
C: the struggle between good and evil rages within and
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you
tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Church

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
A reading from Genesis, the 2nd and 3rd chapters.
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man,
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die.” Now the serpent was more
crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any
tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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A Responsive Reading From Psalm 32
R: Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
C: Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
R: While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
C: For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
R: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my
guilt. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
C: Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they
shall not reach them.
R: You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
C: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; I will guide you with my eye.
R: Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not
stay near you.”
C: Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy
embraces those who trust in the Lord.
R: Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
C: Amen.
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19
A reading from Romans, the 5th chapter.
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have
sinned - sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin
is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins
were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the
one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the trespass.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son,
which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike.
As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ
in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, + bless you,
unbind you, and send you in love and in peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.
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P: We praise you for bringing us through the desert into the
promised land of your kingdom. We give thanks for saints who
have guided us in times of trial and joy (especially).
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our
prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

SHARING PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~
“Awesome God” by Rich Mullins
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

We give thee but thine own, whatever the gift may be
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thou bounties thus, as stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessed us, to thee our first fruits give.

For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much
more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.
And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass,
death exercised dominion through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ. Therefore just as one
man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.
For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will
be made righteous.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Holy & generous host, you set a table where we feast as
friends. Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every
gift you have given us to share, that all people may know
your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C: Amen.
DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~
THE LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said
to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
5
become loaves of bread.”

But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”Then the
devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of
the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that
you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” Jesus said to him,
“Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil
left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON “How to Deal with the Devil”
HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
(A brief silence.) God of the wilderness, we pray for the church.
Lead us in showing grace and hospitality to all who struggle with
doubt or shame. Make your church holy ground where all people
can be seen and loved for who you have created them to be.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for creation. Show your glory in deserts and on
mountaintops. Nourish gardens and orchards and bless those
who tend them. Forgive us for our desire to dominate creation
instead of serving as faithful stewards and caretakers.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for the nations. Liberate leaders and governments from
the temptation to exercise unjust dominion over those whom
they are called to lead and serve. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for those in need. Sustain those who are hungry and
alone, those who are anxious, those facing difficult decisions, and
those facing a recent diagnosis or new grief.
(We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We thank you for putting new songs on our lips and in our hearts.
Hear our voices as we join in songs of lament and praise. We give
thanks for musicians, composers, and poets. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
7

