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**************************************************************** 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS - Enjoy your special day! 
1-Mason Rice-Devlin, 7-Aubrey Miller & Hayden 
Gruenberg, 10-Dennis Kelce, 16-Aaron Miller,                 
17-Jean Warn, 20-Mike Murphy, 26-Bailey Binder,    
28-Melissa Castro, 31-Aly Hatch and Amber Miller 

We pray for our shut-ins, college students,                       
military service men & women and families, 
homeless, unemployed, our shut-ins, our friends 
and family, especially: Sean Lee & Marilyn & the 

Kelce Family, Evelyn, Nancy, Denise, Sharon, Cassy, Tim, Austin 
Wagner and all military/First Responders, Debi, Chancy, Randy, 
Janie, Tammi, Amanda, Ruth, Marshall, Kate, Shirley, Julia, Irene, 
Adam, Terri, Debi Nelson, Bonnie Murphy, Gary McGuire & Family, 
Ryan McGuire & Family, Mikey Murphy, Eric Murphy & Family, Hill 
Family, Lisa, Bert E, Julie Wright, Reasha Orr, Selena,  Larry, Rich, 
Tom, Nate, Nap, June, Diane, Heidi, Tim, Kenny, Ruth, Don,                     
Florence, Don, Chuck, Jimmy, Dick, Don, Chris, Violet, Avery, Brad, 
Shirley, Jim, Steve Larson Family, Bob, Darrell, Becky, Jaleena, Bill, 
Dave, Jim, Jolynn, Claudine, Sherry Lou, Tina, Tallen Meri, Doug,  
Leila, Jess, Ann, Pat, Lori, Tracy, Don, Jess, Aaron, Nick, Jered, Brad, 
Steve, John, Claudine, Pat, Lori, Payton, Tallen, Tracy, Don, Jessica, 
Aaron, Tina, Doug, Paula, Kenny, Kamya, Aly, homeless, unemployed 
all service men & women, Brett, Brayton, Brian, Bev, Cindy, Courtney, 
Tim, Teresa, Mike, Marion, Robin, Roger, Lenny, Sue, Tim, Teresa, 
Zack, Gavin, Barry & Shelby, Alyson, Jarrett, Mandy, Shirley, John, 
Claudine, Eloise, Sheri, Julie, Zach, Inez, Gail, Kostmatka Family, Ian 
& Family, Tristan & Family, George, Viola, Vivian, Nickel Family,               
Pastor Rick & Family, Bonner Family, Carol McKechnie, Anne                  
Laviolette & Family, Bonner Family, Nate Blakeman 

An updated Shut-In information sheet is on     

the board. Please feel free to take one & send 

each of them a card & prayers for Easter! 

The Out to Dinner Group will meet Friday, 
March 27th at 6:00 PM at The Curve    
Restaurant, 11189 Forest Hills Rd., 
Machesney Park. You must be signed up                
by Sunday March 22nd. All are welcome! 
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 Faith Lutheran Church 
     

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 - 3rd Sunday in Lent 

9:30 am 

PRELUDE                                                                                         
 

WELCOME   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present,  
 who  gives life, who calls into existence the  things that do 
 not exist. 
C: Amen. 

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could 
 stand? Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.                       
 (A brief silence.) Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away 
 from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have 
 wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed 
 from your love for all people. Turn us back to you,                      
 O  God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we 
 may  find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house 
 forever. Amen. 
P: Like a hen who gathers her chicks,                 
 God embraces you in tender care.                  
 Like manna in the desert, God feeds  
 you with  surprising mercy. Like a   
 loving parent, God runs to meet you 
 again this day, forgiving your sins for  
 the sake of + Christ, leading you from 
 death into life.  
C: Amen. 

The Synod has recommended that our 
churches suspend the shaking of  hands             
until after the coronavirus spread has 
passed. We are providing hand sanitizer                
at the sanctuary entrance. Thank you for 
your cooperation and understanding! 
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OPENING HYMN 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
P: In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for                      
 water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living  
 water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of 
 baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the 
 next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during 
 the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As 
 we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among 
 us in word, bath, and meal - offering us the life-giving                 
 water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) Merciful God,  
C: the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 
 wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to 
 drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your 
 truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. Amen. 
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Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church  

We are happy to have you worship with us today!             
Join us in our Fellowship Room for a bite to eat & drink.                                                                    

 

COMMUNION ~ Receive your bread or gluten-free wafer, take a 
small cup of wine (dark) or grape juice (light). Dispose of your cup 
in the receptacle on your way back to your seat. 
 

OFFERING ~ If you are unable to attend worship, please make 
sure to catch up with your offering or mail it in. Thanks for being  
so faithful in giving generously to God’s work at Faith Lutheran.                                                              

 
 
 

Financials for last Sunday, March 8 - Week #10 
                   Attendance - 62 
Weekly Offering Actual                $1,564.00 
Weekly Offering Budget          $2,198.00 
2019 YTD Actual Offering       $28,074.00 
2019 YTD Offering Needed      $21,980.00 

EASTER FOOD DRIVE - 3 weeks left 
Through Sunday, April 5th for Caritas 
Biggest needs are: canned vegetables                 
and any cereal, but not oatmeal.                               
We appreciate your generosity!                                                        
Thanks, Teresa Moffitt, Social Ministry 

 
 

Thank you all for your cards, words of encouragement 
& prayers. You are so kind & very much appreciated! 
Jane Makholm, Alice & Larry Olson (returning in April) 

Please pray for Gail & Dennis Kelce’s son-in-law, Sean, 
who was critically injured by a hit-and-run truck driver 
while biking-broken & fractured bones, internal injuries. 

Sunday,  
March 29 

Special Worship 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
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Today’s Worship Leaders  
Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey        Comp.  Tech - Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier        Reader - Nicole Blakeman  
Counters - Carol & Roger Frey            Fellowship - Caedyn Wells 
Greeters - Cathy & Mike Murphy      Musician - Jacob Handrich 
Ushers - Doug Congdon & Curtis Blakeman 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

  

 

2020 Easter Flower Orders  

Order Deadline:  Sun., March 29 
Use pew envelopes - put in offering plate 

Lily, Kalanchoe, Tulip, Hyacinth   
$12.50 per Plant  

FORMS IN NARTHEX & OFFICE 

 

 Supper at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Room 
 Followed with Lenten service at 6:30pm  
 3 more Wednesdays before Holy Week:                        
  March18, 25, and April 1 
 Sign up sheets for food are on the board.    
 Come for supper and/or church. 
 Church provides dinnerware, water &                    

coffee, butter, bread, and crackers. 
 Fill your belly and your soul! 

 Faith Story - Gerry Cliffe & Family 
 Free Will Offering taken for Vets Roll 

 
 
 
 

Please 
join us! 

YOU  

ARE    

INVITED! 
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Children’s Church 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
A reading from Exodus, the 17th chapter. 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the          
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people 
to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people              
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried 
out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on 
ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of 
it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the 
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
R: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM PSALM 95 
R: Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the 
 rock of our salvation. 
C: Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and 
 raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 

R: For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above                  
 all gods. 
C: In your hand are the caverns of the earth;                                              
 the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 

R: The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have 
 molded the dry land. 
C: Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel                          
 before the Lord our maker. 
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R: For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s 
 pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you 
 would hear God’s voice! 
C: “Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at 
 Massah in the desert. 
 

R: There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, 
 though they had seen my works. 
C: Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of 
 this people goes astray; they do not  know my ways.’ 
 

R: Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to                   
 my rest.’ ”  
C: Amen. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11 
A reading from Romans, the 5th chapter. 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have                        
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast 
in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that,   
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were 
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person - though perhaps 
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But 
God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have 
been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from 
the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were                  
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more 
surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.   
But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received                                 
reconciliation. 
R: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God.  9 

~  WORDS OF INSTITUTION  ~ 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 
 which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. As 
 Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ                        
 in  our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.         
 Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, + bless you,          
 unbind you, and send you in love and in peace.  
C: Amen. 

 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN 



 8 

P: God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve 
 broken relationships, whether by conflict, abuse, divorce, 
 or death. Draw near to all who are ill, especially those with 
 the coronavirus. Assure those questioning your presence   
 in  the midst of doubt or suffering. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. 
 Join us together in worship, fellowship, and sharing your 
 good news. Embolden us to serve others and to work for 
 justice and peace. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: God of living water, we thank you for those who endured 
 suffering and who now boast in the glory of God (especially). 
 Pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts and give  us peace as 
 we live in the hope of our salvation. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all 
 our prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ 
 our Lord. 
C:Amen. 
 

SHARING PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~ 
“Fill My Cup, Lord” by Angela Primm 

 
 
 
 

We give thee but thine own, whatever the gift may be 
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thou bounties thus, as stewards true receive, 
And gladly as thou blessed us, to thee our first fruits give. 

 
 
 

OFFERING  
OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Holy & generous host, you set a table where we feast as 
 friends. Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every                      
 gift you have given us to share, that all people may know                           
 your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.   5 

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42 ~ READER’S THEATER ~ Please be seated 
P: The holy gospel according to John, the 4th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well 
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples 
had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said 
to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman 
of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with                    
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well 
is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater 
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his 
sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. 
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give 
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 
husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have 
no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have 
no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you 
have now is not your husband.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 6 

What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this                  
mountain, but you say that the place where people must                 
worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true                    
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the   
Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” 
or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her 
water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 
“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! 
He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were 
on their way to him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, 
“Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat 
that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one                     
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?”     
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months 
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, 
and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is                
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap 
that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two 
days. And many more believed because of his word. They said 
to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this 
is truly the Savior of the world.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON   “Unlikely Preachers” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,                    
 we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 (A brief silence.) God of living water, send your church beyond 
 boundaries to proclaim your grace. May its witness be a 
 source of refreshment for thirsty souls. Strengthen our voices, 
 that all people can know and believe that Jesus is truly the 
 savior of the world. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

P: God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, 
 lakes, oceans, and streams. Bless the work of those who dig 
 wells and those who advocate for access to clean water, that 
 all people and animals have enough to drink. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and                          
 authorities, that they hear the cries of the suffering and act 
 with compassion toward them. Bring peace to disputed lands 
 and bring reconciliation to people divided by race, culture, or 
 nationality. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 


