Faith Lutheran Church

Sat., February 29, 2020 - 5pm

Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

3rd Annual Italian Dinner & Trivia Night
SIGN UP TODAY ~ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

This year’s proceeds will go toward Family Promise of Greater
Beloit's mission who provide shelter, food, clothing & life skills
to homeless families, helping them become self-sufficient
members of the community...a very worthy cause!

Sunday, February 2, 2020 ~ 9:30 am
Presentation of Our Lord
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

READERS SCHEDULE
February 2 - Sue Brunson
February 9 February 16 February 23 -

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE
February 2 - Gail Krause
February 9 - Pat Wicks
February 16 February 23 -

P: God of all mercy and consolation, give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

ALTAR FLOWER SCHEDULE
February 2 - Don & Sandy Dittmer
February 9 - Kelly & Craig Miller
February 16 - Robert Schwarz
February 23 -

The Out to Dinner Group will meet
Friday, February 21 @6:00pm at
Pizza Ranch, 4797 Bluestem Rd.,
Roscoe. Must be signed up by Sun.,
February 16. All are welcome!
We will be drawing for Secret Sisters today
after service in the back of the church. All
ladies are invited to join us. There are no
meetings, you just give your Secret Sister
a card or a small gift for special occasions.
Please no more than $5.00; Christmas and
birthdays no more than $10.00. Thanks!

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. (A brief silence.) Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
P: The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners
of the church as Candlemas because of an ancient tradition
of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the
coming year at the mass celebrated on that day. It was a
way of underscoring the truth of Simeon’s confession that
this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”
and a light for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle in
church be a little epiphany of the love of God for all people
in the person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world.
C: Amen.

We pray for the homeless, unemployed, those with
mental struggles, our shut-ins & all of our students,
military personnel & their families. We pray for all of
our friends, families & loved ones, especially:
Terrie K., Jacki Y., Jackie M., Sam, Kevin, Erik, Sarah, Sue’s,
Linda’s, Jim Staggs, Debi Nelson, Gary McGuire & Family, Ryan McGuire &
Family, Erick Murphy & Family, Mikey Murphy, Adam N., Irene Al., Linda J.,
Cathy S., Eva, Scott, Lisa, Aaron, Mike H., Gary, Todd, Jean, Mike Debi, Gary,
Zach, Taylor, Kevin, Don, Florence, Dick, Don, Rich, Larry, Tom, Kenny,
Heidi, Chuck, Nate, Nap, June, Diane, Jimmy, Tina, Kyle, Doug, Pat, Lori,
Tammy, Tracy, Jess, Aaron, Ann Mer, Matt, Tallen, Claudine, Jolynn, Sherry
Lou, John, Zach, Julie, Claudine, Connie, Gail, Eloise, Inez, Bill, Bob, Steve,
George, Janet, Jaleena, Darrell, Terri, Judy M., Jan N., Ted & Barbie Zierath,
Austin Wagner, Tammi, Tonya, Debi, Janie, Ruthie, Kate, Chancy, Shirley,
Marshall, Ricki, Rebecca, Leowano Dygart, Steve, Pat, Payton, Lori, Britteny,
Kayla, Jacob, Katie, Cazmyre, Evelyn, Denise, Sharon, Tim, Kari, Sara, Vicki,
Ian Schear & family, Sara & Family, the Nickel Family, George, Sue, Tom,
Vivian, Carol, Kobe Bryant & Family, Mason & the Bartram Family
This week’s altar flowers were donated by
Sandy and Don Dittmer
in honor and memory of all loved ones.
2020 Council Members:

Craig Miller~President, Pastor Rick,
Doug Congdon, Mike Marty, Mike
Banker, George Brunson, Sue Miller,
Teresa Moffitt, Pat Parisot, Amanda
Guffey~Vice-President, Sue Brunson

CoMMUNION CUPS
start today
thru April 26th

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church
We are happy to have you worship with us today!
Please join us for beverages, snacks and conversation after worship.
OFFERING ~ If you are unable to attend worship, please make sure
to catch up with your offering next week. Mail it to the church
office and write “offering” on the envelope to be included in that
week’s offering, seen only by designated counters. Thanks for being
so faithful in giving generously to God’s work at Faith Lutheran.
COMMUNION ~ ALL baptized Christians are invited & welcome
to receive Communion at Faith Lutheran. Receive your bread
or gluten-free wafer, take a disposable cup of either wine (dark) or
grape juice (light), intinct your bread & dispose of cup in the trash.

Financials for Sunday, January 26, 2020 - Week #4
Attendance - 81
Actual Offering
$2,036.00
Weekly Offering Budget
$2,198.00
2020 YTD Actual Offering
$10,901.00
2020 YTD Offering Needed
$8,792.00
Today’s Worship Leaders
Altar Guild - Carol and Roger Frey
Computer Tech - Todd Strasser
Offering Video - Anne Strasser
Reader - Sue Brunson
Counters - Carol & Roger Frey
Fellowship - Gail Krause
Greeters - Eloise Manley & Gail Krause
Musician - JoAnn Medernach
Ushers - Doug Congdon & Shawn Guffey
Guest Pastor - Rev. John Heins

Today is Super
Bowl Sunday!
49ers vs. Chiefs
Show your $$$
support for
World Hunger!

All of us at Faith Lutheran would like to
extend warm thanks to Pastor John Heins
for filling in for Pastor Rick while he and
Helen vacationed and visited with family.
God bless you and Connie! Come back again!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) Almighty and ever-living God,
your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the
temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure
hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
A reading from Malachi, the 3rd chapter.
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to
his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight - indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’
soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as
in former years.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM PSALM 84
R: How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
C: My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the
Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
R: Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest
where she may lay her young, by the side of your altars,
O Lord of hosts, my king and my God.
C: Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always
be praising you.
R: Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose
hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
C:Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place
of springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
R: They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods
will be seen in Zion.
C: Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob.
R: Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your anointed.
C: For one day in your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere. I would rather stand at the threshold of the
house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
R: For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace
and glory; no good thing will the Lord withhold from those
who walk with integrity.
C: O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!
SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18
A reading from Hebrews, the 2nd chapter.
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels, but the descendants of Abraham.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us
gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May your
words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we
might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
CLOSING HYMN

DISMISSAL
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: Merciful God, you encourage us through strong
communities of faith. Open our hearts and minds to new
people and ideas. Bless our vibrant traditions that bring life
and hope. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God of hope, thank you for the saints who have gone before
us (especially). Keep us faithful in service to you until we are
one with all the faithful departed. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit;
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERTORY VIDEO “Love Moved First” by Casting Crowns

We give thee but thine own, whatever the gift may be
All that we have is thine alone, a trust , O Lord, from thee.
May we thou bounties thus, as stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessed us, to thee our first fruits give.
OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources
of our life and our labor. Take them offered in great
thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our savior and Light.
C: Amen.
DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~
THE LORD’S PRAYER
~ COMMUNION ~

Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA
Alleluia! Lord and Savior open now your saving word!
Let it burn like fire within us; Speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the 22nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When the time came for their purification according to
the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy
to the Lord”, and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said
to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed
- and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also
a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age
of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON ~ “Inspired”
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray
for the church, the world, and all who long to hear God’s
voice. (A brief silence.) Almighty God, you grant wisdom to
our elders in every land and generation. Give senior citizens
boldness to share the faith and a spirit of curiosity and joy
to continue learning as your disciples. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Everlasting God, you provide beauty and warmth in sun,
moon, stars, and fire, and you give us abundant gifts of
water, land, and air. Break our patterns of overusing
resources across the world so that all experience your
beautiful creation. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Creating God, thank you for your daily presence in our
community and throughout the world. Inspire leaders with
your strength and wisdom, that all communities may be
safe places for children, adults, seniors, infants, and youth.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Incarnate God, thank you for being born among us and
experiencing human pain and sorrow. Bring wholeness to all
who live with chronic illness, and rest your Spirit on those
who are near death. Strengthen the sick (especially). Bless
those who care for them. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

