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Sunshine Committee 
Graduation, Sympathy and Get Well  
cards will be sent upon notification.                                        

Please call Karen Murr at 815-389-2353,                 
or Patti Dunaway at  608-751-1666 

Saturday, November 16 
10am-3pm Craft Show/Bake Sale                    
$25 Booth Inside at Didier Hall,                   
at St. Peter Church, South Beloit 

CRAFTERS WANTED - call 815-389-1824 
Volunteers needed ~ See Craig Miller 

Faith Lutheran Car Cruise–In 
 Volunteers will be needed!    

Please see Craig Miller  

Saturday, September 21st - 10-2pm    

Dear God, Thank you for the gift 

of children. Please watch over them 

this year. Keep them safe every 

day. Help them remember that you 

are right there with them. Help 

them soak up & retain knowledge. 

Help them treat all others with 

kindness and respect, and to guard 

their hearts with the armor of your Word. Give 

them joy and peace as they put their trust in you. 

Amen.  
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 Faith Lutheran Church 

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 
13th Sunday after Pentecost - 9:30 am 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ✟ one God, the strength of 

 our ancestors, the host of this meal, the builder of the 
 city that is to come. 
C: Amen. 

P: If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 
 Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 
 (A brief silence.)  God our helper,  
C: We confess the many ways we have failed to live as 
 your disciples. We have not finished what we began. 
 We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 
 We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our 
 burdens, gracious God. Refresh our hearts and forgive 
 our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

P: There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put 
 your trust in these promises: God will never leave you 
 or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For 

 the sake of  ✟  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

 Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 
C:  Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
P: Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be 
 helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of 
 the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company 
 and forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling 
 God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in 
 this hour to “choose life” - to choose life in God as our own. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) Direct us, O  Lord,  
C: in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,                   
 begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; 
 and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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We pray for the homeless, those with 
mental struggles, unemployed, our 
shut-ins, college students, all military 
& their families, First Responders. We 
pray for our friends, families & our 

loved ones, especially:  Aaron, Adam, Adam N., Alice, Alyson & 
Jarrett, Amy, Andy, Angel, Ann, Audrey, Aunt Bettie, Austin 
Wagner, Barry & Joann, Barry & Shelby, Beth, Betty, Bev, Bill, 
Bob, Brad, Brayton, Brenda, Cazmyre, Chase, Chris, Chuck,    
Cindy, Claudine, Connie, Courtney, Craig, Daisy, Dan, Darb,   
Darrell, Debbie, Debi, Denise, Diana, Diane, Dick, Dodi, Don, 
Donna, Doug, Doug N., Eloise, Emily & boys, Emma, Erik, Ester, 
Ethel, Evelyn, Faith, Florence, Gail, Gary, Gavin, George, Harriet 
& Don, Heidi, Inez, Irene, Irene A., Iris, Jackie, Jackson, Jaleena, 
Jan, Janet, Janice, Janie, Jasmine, Jean, Jeff, Jenny, Jerry Miller, 
Jessica, Jim, Joan, Joann, Joey M., John, Jolynn, Judy, Julia, Julie, 
June, Karan, Karen, Kathy, Kathy Mears, Kayla, Kelli, Kenny,                
Kevin, Kim, Kim & Pete, Kris, Larry, Lauri, Laurie, Linda, Linda 
Bartram, Linda G.,  Lisa, Lori, Lynn, Mandy, Marion M., Mary 
Jane, Matt, Maurine, Melissa, Meri, Mike, Mike H., Nan, Nancy, 
Pastor Rick & Helen, Pat, Patti, Paula, Rick, R.J. Daniels, Robert, 
Robin, Russell, Ruthann, Sam, Sara, Sarah, Scott, Sharon,                   
Sherry, Sherry Lou, Shirley, Steve, Steve Lipinski, Stuart, Susan, 
Tallen, Tammy, Taylor, Ted, Teresa, Terese, Terri, Tim, Tina, Todd, 
Tom, Tracy, Travis, Trisha, Vance, Vicki, Victor, Violet, Vivian and 
family, William Sylvester Kosmatka, and Zach. 

We hope to begin our     

Confirmation program 

again soon. Please speak   

to Pastor Rick or Anne 

Strasser of your interest. 
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FLC BRAT STAND 
 

10:30 - 2:30  

9-12:30/12:30-3:30 

Friday & Saturday 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

PLEASE SIGN UP  

The Out to Dinner Group will meet at 6:00 PM 

at the Pizza Ranch, 4749 Bluestem Rd.,                     

Roscoe on Friday September 20th. The signup 

sheet is on the bulletin board. Please sign up by 

Sun., September 15th. Everyone is welcome! 

SEPTEMBER 

5 – Becky Miller 

9 – Robert Schwarz 

10 – Shawn Guffey 

19 – Kelly Miller 

20 – Ellen Olson 

22 – Erika Stinson 

25 – Gerry Cliffe 

Only 3 weekends left in the season! 

The next Church Council meeting is Mon., 
Sept. 16th at 5:30pm in the Fellowship 
Room. We are seeking people willing to 

serve on council; 5 seats will open in Jan.                          
Think about it - we need YOU! 
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FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy, the 30th chapter. 
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am                      
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his 
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns 
away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and pos-
sess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 
and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your                               
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
R: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God.                                                                                                            
 

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM PSALM 1 
R: Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
 lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
C: Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 
 teaching day and night.  
 

R: They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
 season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
C: It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind                        
 blows away. 
 

R: Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
C: For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
 wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 
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SECOND READING: Philemon 1 
A reading from Philemon, the 1st chapter. 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon 
our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our     
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in 
my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your 
faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may 
do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 
you, my brother. For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to 
command you to do your duty, yet I would  rather appeal to you on the 
basis of love - and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a                          
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my  imprisonment. Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my        
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not                  
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you 
for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave 
but more than a slave, a beloved brother - especially to me but how 
much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider 
me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.  
R: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God.                                                                                                         

ALLELUIA                                                                                                                     

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 

P; The holy gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Once when large crowds of people were going along with Jesus, he 
turned and said to them, “Those who come to me cannot be my disciples 
unless they love me more than they love father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, and themselves as well.  Those who do not 
carry their own cross and come after me cannot be my disciples.  
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     Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church  

We are happy to have you worship with us today! Please 
stay and join us for a bite to eat & drink after worship.                     
Communion is by intinction. Come forward to receive the 
bread, dip in the wine (dark) or juice (light). Gluten-free      
wafers are available - indicate to Pastor when it’s your turn. 
You don’t have to be a member of Faith or even be Lutheran 
to take Communion. Christ is the host - ALL baptized are 
welcome at God’s table.                                                                                           
Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, 
please make sure to catch up with your offering next week.  
Thanks for being so faithful in giving generously to God’s 
work at Faith Lutheran.                                                                                     
 

    

Financials for Sunday, September 1, 2019- Week #35 
                          Attendance - 66 

                  Actual Offering                              $2,102.50 
Weekly Offering Budget            $2,150.00 
2019 YTD Actual Offering         $78,457.86 
2019 YTD Offering Needed       $75,250.00 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders  
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician - Anne & Todd Strasser 
Offering Video - Anne Strasser 
Reader -  Pat Wicks 
Counters - Carol & Roger Frey 
Fellowship - Nicole Blakeman 
Greeters -  Tammy Dunkel and Tina Hatch 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Ushers - Doug Congdon & Ray Wendell 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

Today’s altar flowers are  donated by  

Tammy Dunkel and Tina Hatch                 

in memory & honor of Joyce Hatch’s 

birthday on September 10th  
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May the light of God shine on us today. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
May it show us where to travel, 
lead us back if we should stray. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
 

May the love of God live in us today. 
May the love of God live in us today. 
May the warmth we feel within us,  
show in all we do and say. 
May the love of God live in us today. 

 

May the peace of God be with us today. 
May the peace of God be with us today. 
May it guide us and protect us, 
as we go our separate ways. 
May the peace of God be with us today. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P: God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in 
 the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. 
 Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the 
 one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   “Choral Benediction” 

BLESSING 

P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy 

 Spirit living in us. Almighty God + bless you with grace, mercy, and 

 peace, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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If one of you is planning to build a tower, you sit down first and figure out 
what it will cost, to see if you have enough money to finish the job.  If you 
don't, you will not be able to finish the tower after laying the foundation; 
and all who see what happened will make fun of you.  ‘You began to build 
but can't finish the job!’ they will say.  If a king goes out with ten                    
thousand men to fight another king who comes against him with twenty 
thousand men, he will sit down first and decide if he is strong enough to 
face that other king.  If he isn't, he will send messengers to meet the     
other king to ask for terms of peace while he is still a long way off.  In the 
same way,” concluded Jesus, “none of you can be my disciple unless you 
give up everything you have.                                                                                                      
P: The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                    
C: Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                            
             SERMON                                                       
            “Choose Life” 

Hymn of the Day 



 6 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.                       
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  heaven,                                                      

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,                                
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,                                                         

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to 
 pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.                        
 (A brief silence.) Turn our hearts, O God. Make us attentive to your 
 call to take up the cross-shaped way of life, and to share your good 
 news with a world in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer.  

P: Turn our hearts toward life in all its infinite varieties. We pray                         
 especially for all vanishing and endangered creatures who struggle to 
 find a home in this world. Open our eyes to the value of our interconnected 
 relationships within your natural world. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer.  

P: Turn our hearts toward all who yearn for calm and fairness. Where 
 there is violence and conflict, grant peace. Where there is disparity, 
 grant justice. Where there is hatred and fear, grant compassion and 
 empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer.  

P: Turn our hearts toward all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We 
 pray for those in bondage to sin, addiction, poverty, physical slavery 
 or human trafficking, and those incarcerated or detained. For those in 
 any need we pray (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer.  

P: Turn our hearts toward the ministries of our congregations that feed 
 the hungry, share with the needy, advocate for the silenced, and 
 work for your justice. Embolden our hearts to labor without fear. 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P: God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take 
 nothing out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we 
 bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish 
 us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

     
 

 ~  WORDS OF INSTITUTION  ~ 

 
   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 

P: Turn our hearts toward your eternal reign. We give thanks for our 
 sisters and brothers who have died, trusting the promise of life for
 ever with you. Marked by the cross of Christ, inspire us by their    
 examples to live in faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your 
 throne of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 
 
 

VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY                                                                           
“Symphony” by Newsboys 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                                                                                 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, in thee. 

May we thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive, 
And gladly as though blessed us, to thee our first-fruits give. 


