
DECEMBER 
  2 – Gail Krause 
  5 – Mary Ann Mueller 
  7 – Jerry Stafford 
13 – Mike Murphy 
18 – Carlaya Castro 
16 – Rachel Schuller 
18 – Sandy Johnson  
24 – Nicole Blakeman 
25 – Kathy Strasser 

31 – Pat Schnurr 

Today we pray for our friends, families, 
all service personnel, homeless and  
unemployed, our shut-ins, college    
students, and: Aaron, Adam, Alyson & 

Jarrett, Aunt Bettie, Barry & Shelby, Barry Webster, Bee, Bert 
E., Beverly, Bill, Bob, Brad, Brayton, Brenda, Brett, Brian, Boyd 
& Inez, Chesney, Cindy, Claudine, Connie, Courtney, Cynthia, 
Darrell, Debi, Denise, Dolly, Don, Drew, Emma, Eric, Family of 
Daniel Mears, Gail, Gary, Gavin, George, Harriet & Don, Heidi, 
Irene, Jacki,  Jady, Jan, Janet, Janie, Janis, Jean, Jeff, Jered, 
Jess, Jessica, Jim, Joanie, Kaiel, Kamya, Kathy Mears, Kelly, 
Kenny, Kinley, Kirk, Kris, Laurie Wicks-Swanson, Linda, Lori, 
Lucy, Marion, Matt, Melissa, Mike, Nancy, Nathan, Nick, Nicole, 
Pat, Patricia Sarabia, Patti, Penny, Roger, Ruthann, Ryan, Brynn 
& Ellis McGuire, Sandy, Sharon, Shelly, Steve, Tammy, Ted,   
Teresa, Terri, Tim, Tina, Todd, Tony Sherman, Tracy, Vicki,   
Victor, Violet Thostenson, Vivian, Zach 

Happy Birthday To You! 
 
 

JANUARY 
  2 - Irene Balk 
  5 - Kim Burton 
10 - Hannah Guffey 
12 - Betty Bonner 
20 - Viola Thostenson 
23 - Amy McCormick 
27 - Samantha Guffey 
27 - Victor Lipinski 
30 - Craig Miller 

      
   Monday, Dec.24 ~ 5pm 
   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service     
     
 
 

  Sunday, Dec. 30 - 9:30am 

Take-home sheets with our shut-in member’s               

addresses are on the bulletin board for you to take! 

Kindly remember them with a Christmas card! 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church 
     

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
Third Sunday of Advent ~ 9:30 am 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P:  Blessed by the Holy Trinity, + one God, the Lord of Israel 

 who comes to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes 

 to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who guides us 

 into peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us come before God in confession. (A brief pause.)               

 To you, O God,  

C: we lift up our souls. You know us through and 

 through; we confess our sins to you. Remember not 

 our sins; remember us with your steadfast love. 

 Show us your ways; teach us your path; and lead us 

 in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness  in 

 Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  
 

P: Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the 

 well of salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin 

 washed away in the name of + Jesus; you belong to 

 Christ; you are anointed to serve. Stand up and raise 

 your hearts! The reign of God is near.  

C:  Amen. 



OPENING HYMN  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician - Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier 
Counters - Roger & Carol Frey 
Fellowship - Dinner Theater Cake 
Greeters - Patti Dunaway, Karen Murr, Dawn Witte 
Reader - Mike Marty 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Shawn Guffey 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

   
 
 

 Please take a 2019 calendar or Advent key tag! 
 
 
 

You are needed! We are 
in need of readers. The 
sign-up sheet is empty! 

REMEMBER to give a Faith Lutheran 
75th Anniversary Cookbook to a friend, 
neighbor, or family member for a great 
Christmas gift that keeps giving! - $15 

Next Sunday! 

Heartfelt thanks 
to those who 

gave gifts for the 
Salvation Army’s 

Angel Tree! 



Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church  

We are happy to have you worship with us today!             
Join us after worship in our Fellowship Room                                   

for a bite to eat & drink.                                                                                                   
 

COMMUNION ~ Receive your bread or gluten-free wafer, take 
a small cup of wine (dark) or grape juice (light).  Dispose of 
your cup in the receptacle on your way back to your seat. 
 

OFFERING ~ If you are unable to attend worship, please make 
sure to catch up with your offering or mail it in. Thanks for being 
so faithful in giving generously to God’s work at Faith Lutheran.                                                            
 

Financials for Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018 - Week 49 
Attendance - 85 

Weekly Offering Actual                     $1,953.00 
Weekly Offering Budget                         $2,176.00 
2018 YTD Actual Offering            $108,744.05 
2018 YTD Offering Needed         $106,624.00 

DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

In case of a pastoral need, contact Pastor Rick Meier                 
Cell:815-566-5247   

Home: 815-227-4679     Email: pastorr1@comcast.net 

“Eli’s Bethlehem Inn” 

Was a HUGE success! Many thanks to 

everyone involved in any way! 
 
 
 

We need some help today after worship 
to move all of our chairs and tables back 
into place. Many hands make light work! 

Today’s altar flowers are donated by 
Marcy and Don Reedy in celebration of  

their 42nd wedding anniversary. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY 
P:   The presence of the Lord “in your midst” in the wonder of         
                   the  holy supper is cause for singing. The nearness of the     
                  Lord in  prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for                 
                  rejoicing. The  coming of one “more powerful” than John,           
                  even with his winnowing fork in his hand, is good news -           
                  and cause for exultation - for us who are being saved.                        
                 Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 
C: Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE   
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   

 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. (A brief silence.) 
C:      Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and          
                     open  our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing      
                    in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of                   
                     repentance;    through Jesus Christ, our Savior and                                
                     Lord, who lives and    reigns with you and the Holy                  
                    Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
A reading from Zephaniah, the 3rd chapter. 
 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken 
away the judgments against you, he has turned away your                  
enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you 
shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to                  
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow 
weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who 
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will                 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that 
you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your                             
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown 
in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time 
when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your                       
fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 
R: Word of God, word of life.                                                                                    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
A RESPONSIVE READING FROM Isaiah, the 12

th
 chapter. 

 

R: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,   
               for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has                
              become my salvation. 
C:   With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 

R:    And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on 
              God’s name; make known the deeds of the LORD among the 
               nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
C:  Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;             
                  let this be known in all the earth. 
R:      Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your      
                midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
C: Amen. 

CHILDREN’S  CHURCH 
 
 

~  COMMUNION  ~ 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup      
 we  have feasted again on your endless love. Let that love 
 overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be                
 messengers to  prepare your way, harvesters of justice              
 and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word,              
 our Savior Jesus Christ.  
C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and                   

     Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:     Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 



 

P: In thanksgiving for preachers and teachers who have guided 
 us on the way. Bring us with them to rejoice eternally in you. 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to 
 you these prayers and those unspoken, in the name of 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~ 
“He Made a Way in the Manger” by Vicky Beeching 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 
 of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us                
 patience and hope as we care for all those in need until                
 the coming of your son, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                            
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in                   
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the  glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
A reading from Philippians, the 4

th
 chapter. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let                   
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.                  
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer                        
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be         
made known to God. And the peace of God, which                           
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and                      
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
R: Word of God, word of life.                                                                                    
C: Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA                                                                                                                     
Alleluia! Lord and Savior open now your saving word! 

Let it burn like fire within us;  Speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 
P:   The holy gospel according to Luke, the 3

rd
 chapter. 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What 
then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and                         
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” As the people were filled with              
expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts                                
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John    
answered all of them by saying,  



Hymn of the Day  

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than                      
I is coming; am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather      
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with                                 
unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he                    
proclaimed the good news to the people. 
P:   The gospel of the Lord. 
C:    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON 
“Where’s the Joy and Good News?” 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,             
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;    

he descended to the dead.    
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,                                         
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,                                          

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the 
 church, the world, and all of creation. (A brief silence.) 
 For choirs, hymn writers, musicians, and off-key singing,                 
 we  give you thanks, Holy One. Fill us with your song of joy.    
 Open  us to proclaim your glory in our singing, speaking,                   
 and silence. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For the hurting places in creation; for seas and lands                         
 ravaged  by natural disasters; for communities and creatures 
 displaced  by floods and droughts. Grant peace through your 
 presence  and joy in your healing. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For peace to ring out in our hearts and in our homes; for       
 mercy and forgiveness to reign in every community; for war 
 to cease and hunger to end. Give us this joy now, Holy One. 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For those who are oppressed; for soldiers and veterans with 
 post-traumatic stress disorder and their families; for                      
 neighbors who have no access to medical care; for those 
 who are ill and those who mourn (especially). Fill them with 
 your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For foster families opening their homes; for grandparents 
 raising grandchildren; for single parents struggling to make 
 ends meet; for expectant parents who now grieve. Give 
 strength and comfort, Holy One. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 


