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PRELUDE

WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love.

C: Amen.



P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one 
another. (A brief silence.)
Eternal God our Creator,



C: in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, the work of your 
hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and 
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, 
our refuge and our strength; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.



P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of 
almighty God, Christ died for us while we 
still were sinners; and for his sake,  
God + forgives you all your sins.

C: Amen.



OPENING SONG  “Lead On, O King Eternal!”

Lead on, O King eternal!
The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.



Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy
the heav'nly kingdom comes.



Lead on, O King eternal:
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us;
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

P: When Amos told what he saw when God held up 
the plumb line of justice next to Israel - that the 
poor were being trampled - he was a threat to the 
power of priests and king. John the Baptist also 
spoke truth to power, and Herod had him 
beheaded. 



In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned 
from the dead, we may hear hope for the 
oppressed: that all the prophets killed 
through the ages are alive in Jesus. 
We are called to witness to justice in 
company with them.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) O God, 
C: from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works. Give to us, your servants, that 
peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments;    
and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.





FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15
R: A reading from Amos, the 7th chapter.
This is what the Lord GOD showed me: the Lord was 
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos, 
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the 
Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of 
my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the 
high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise 
against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”



Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King 
Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against 
you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is 
not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, 
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go 
into exile away from his land.’  ” And Amaziah said to 
Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 
your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it 
is a temple of the kingdom.”



Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, 
nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a 
dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me 
from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



A Responsive Reading from Psalm 85

R: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
for you speak peace to your faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to you.

C: Truly, your salvation is very near to those 
who fear you, that your glory may dwell in 
our land.



R: Steadfast love and faithfulness have met 
together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.

C: Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.



R: The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
and our land will yield its increase.

C: Righteousness shall go before the LORD

and shall prepare for God a pathway.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
A reading from Ephesians, the 1st chapter. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 



He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. 



With all wisdom and insight he has made known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes 
all things according to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 



In him you also, when you had heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory.
R: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.





GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13
P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 
him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of 
power are being done by his hands! 



Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 
James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without 
honor, except in their hometown, and among their own 
kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of 
power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and cured them. And he was amazed at their 
unbelief. Then he went about among the villages 
teaching. 



He called the twelve and began to send them out 
two by two, and gave them authority over the 
unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for 
their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no 
money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to 
put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you 
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.



If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to 
hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on 
your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went 
out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast 
out many demons, and anointed with oil many who 
were sick and cured them.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

“Destined for Faithfulness” 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”

Where cross the crowded ways of life,
where sound the cries of race and clan,
above the noise of selfish strife,
we hear your voice, O Son of Man.



In haunts of wretchedness and need,
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears,
from paths where hide the lures of greed,
we catch the vision of your tears.



From tender childhood's helplessness,
from human grief and burdened toil,
from famished souls, from sorrow's stress,
your heart has never known recoil.



The cup of water giv'n for you
still holds the freshness of your grace;
yet long these multitudes to view
the strong compassion in your face. 



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.   



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,                             

and the life everlasting.  Amen.  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Growing in faith and discipleship, we give 

thanks for God’s merciful compassion as we 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
(A brief silence.) God of truth, put your word of 
justice on our lips. Bless your church in the task 
of holy resistance. Make us a living and 
persistent sign of your righteousness and your            
lovingkindness. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of heaven and earth, pour your healing 
power upon our fragile earth for us and for all 
who will inherit it. Inspire the work of 
engineers and environmentalists who seek 
sustainable sources of energy, food, and clean 
water. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of justice, hold your plumb line to the 
nations. Speak convicting words of holy 
judgment to those in positions of authority. 
Redeem all harms caused by corruption and 
the hunger for power. Restore peace to our 
world (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of salvation, bring wholeness to all your 
beloved children. Anoint the hands of all 
caregivers, nurses, doctors, therapists, 
hospice workers, and chaplains. Bring 
abundance of life to all who long for healing 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of tenderness, you adopt us as your 
own. Help us to provide nourishing care for 
all children in our midst. Inspire us with their 
creativity and energy. Heal and protect 
children who are victims of abuse, neglect, 
or scorn. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of the saints, you have claimed the faithful 
departed as your own and given them an 
inheritance in glory. Sustain us in faith until the 
fullness of time, when you gather up all things in 
heaven and on earth. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



SHARING THE PEACE
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you.



~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~

“One Pair of Hands” by Elvis Presley





OFFERING PRAYER
P: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and 

satisfy the need of every living thing. You have 
set this feast before us. Open our hands to 
receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given  

us not only this bread and cup, but your very 
self, that we may feast on your great love. 
Filled again by these signs of your grace, 
may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
may we thirst for your way of peace, 
for you are Lord forevermore. 

C: Amen.



BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN  “Choral Benediction”

May the light of God shine on us today.
May the light of God shine on us today.
May it show us where to travel,
lead us back if we should stray.
May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today.
May the love of God live in us today.
May the warmth we feel within us, 
show in all we do and say.
May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today.
May the peace of God be with us today.
May it guide us and protect us,
as we go our separate ways.
May the peace of God be with us today.



DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C: Thanks be to God.




