
Today we pray all service men and women, 
all homeless and unemployed, our shut-ins, 
our college students, those in the military 
and their families, that God will keep them 
in his grace and care. We pray for our 

friends, families, loved ones, and: Alyson & Jarrett, Angie, 
Audrey, Aunt Bettie, Aunt Pat, Bailey, Barbara, Barry & Shelby, 
Beverly, Bill, Bob, Bonnie Cliffe, Boyd & Inez, Brayton, Brett, 
Brian, Brittney, Carl, Cathy, Cindy, Claudine, Debi, Debra,                
Denise, Dianne, Dick, Dodi, Don, Donna, Dustin Insko, Eloise, 
Emily, Florence, Gary, Gavin, Gene, George, Harriet, Heidi, Ian, 
Irene, Jackie, Jaleena, Janet, Janice, Janie, Jeff, Jen, Jessica, 
Jim, Jim Blazier Family, John, John Buchko, Joyce, Judy, Julie, 
Kelli, Kenny, Kim, Kim S., Kris, Krystal, Kurt, Larry, Leonard, 
Dygart, Lilly, Linda, Lyla, Lyla Williams, Marion, Mark, Mary, 
Matt, Nan, Patti, Raymond, Rich, Ricky, Robin, Roger, Sara,                   
Sarah, Shalom, Sharon, Shelly, Shirley, Stephanie, Steve, Sue, 
Tammy, Ted, Ted & Irene, Tim, Tina, Tom, Tracy, Trisha,                        
Tristan, Vicki, Viola, Violet, Vivian, Zach, Zak, and Zoey. 

JANUARY 
 2 -  Irene Balk 
10 - Hannah Guffey 
12 - Betty Bonner 
20 - Viola Thostenson 
23 - Amy McCormick 
27 - Samantha Guffey 
27 - Victor Lipinski 
30 - Craig Miller 
30 - Justin Brown 

If your birthday is not 
listed, please see Sue 

or leave a note! Thanks. 

Social Ministry News 
78 Christmas cards were delivered for all residents of Fair Oaks 

from ”Your friends at Faith Lutheran Church.”   
 

Very special thanks to all who donated gifts for the                       
Salvation Army Angel Tree - we had 60 name tags, 
but well over 100 gifts!  Over 500 families in Rock 

County are cared for by our Salvation Army.                                                              
Karen Murr & Patti Dunaway, Co-Chairs 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church 
     

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 
First Sunday after Christmas ~ 9:30 am  

 

PRELUDE 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 

P: Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh,                       

 the Power of the Most High, ☩ one God now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
P: Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against 
 God and our neighbor. (A brief silence.) Gracious God, 
C: In Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in 
 darkness. We confess our failure to welcome this light. 
 Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the 
 light of your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the 
 Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all the people.                              
 To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. Your sins are                   

 forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
P: In the psalm all the natural world praises God, including all                     
 humanity, male and female, young and old. The voices of                   
 Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today,                                
 recognizing  what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often 
 sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the 
 assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the 
 bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we speak of Jesus to all 
 who look for the healing of the world. 
C: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN  
Worship 

 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church.  We are happy to have 
you worship with us today! Please join us in our Fellowship 
Room for beverages, snacks and conversation after worship.                                              
Communion is by intinction. Come forward by rows to receive 
the bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine (dark) or 
juice (light). GLUTEN-FREE BREAD IS AN OPTION FOR 
COMMUNION. Just indicate to Pastor when it’s your turn.  
If you eat the bread before dipping or drop it, please ask for          
another piece. You don’t have to be a member of Faith or be 
Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the meal ~ 
ALL baptized believers are welcome.                                                                                          
Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, 
please make sure to catch up with your offering next week.  
Or, if you’d like, mail it to the church office and write “offering” 
on the envelope to be included in that week’s offering, seen  
only by the designated counters. Thank you for being so faithful 
in giving generously to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran. 

 

 
 
 

Financials Sunday, Dec. 17/24, 2017 - Week 51/52 
                             Attendance - 135/ 
Weekly Offering Actual              $2,046.00/$                   
Weekly Offering Budget          $2,111.00/$2,111.00 
2017 YTD Actual Offering     $107,151.19/ 
2017 YTD Offering Needed   $107,151.00/ 
YTD Toward Roof Loan           $9,617.63/$9,617.63 
 

 
 

 

Worship Leaders - Dec. 24/Dec. 31 
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician - Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier 
Reader - Pastor/Craig Miller 
Counters - Roger & Carol Frey 
Fellowship - - /Sue & George Brunson 
Greeters - Viola Thostenson, George & Sue Brunson 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Ray Wendell/Craig Miller 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 



BLESSING 
P: May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and 
 truth, give you peace this Christmas and always, Almighty God, 

 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 CLOSING HYMN 

DISMISSAL 
P:  Glory to God in the highest! 
C:  Peace to God’s people on earth! 
D:  Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.)  
C: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of                 
 human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In 
 your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who 
 came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
A reading from Isaiah, the 61

st
 chapter. 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her                    
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For 
Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her                    
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your                                  
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called                
by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall                        
be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem 
in the hand of your God. 
R: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Responsive Reading from Psalm 148 
 

R: Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;                                      
 praise God in the heights. 
C: Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts 
 of heaven. 
 

 

 
 

Children’s 
Church 



R: Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise,                                             
 all you shining stars. 
C: Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,         
 and you waters above the heavens. 
 

R: Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded,                    
 and they were created, 
C: who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving                          
 them a law that shall not pass away.                                                              
R: Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters                                  
 and all deeps; 
C: fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind,                                    
 doing God’s will;   

R: mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
C: wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 

R: sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all                             
  rulers of the world; 
C: young men and maidens, old and young together.  
 

R: Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is                 
 exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
C: The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise 
 for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who 
 are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians, the 4

th
 chapter.  

 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were                               
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a 
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

R: Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: God with us: You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on 
straw and greeted shepherds. You come again in bread and 
wine. Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of                      
others in the strength of your holy name.  

C: Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P:  Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let every heart receive 

 your Savior. 
C:  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                            
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in                   
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;                 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                    
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  glory,                     
forever and ever.  Amen 

 
 

~  COMMUNION  ~ 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us.                
 As you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for 
 all people. Let the gladness of this feast have no end as we 
 share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ,                       
 our  Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

 

 



 

P: For those who wait in the shadow of death, for those who are 
 ill, for those who struggle to see the future, and for all who lack 
 even their basic needs. Transform our love toward them with 
 the vision of eyes that have seen the salvation of God.                     
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For those who cannot see, for those who cannot hear, for 
 those who have varied use of their limbs, and for those able to 
 exercise all the senses. Help us to appreciate the fullness of 
 God’s gift of life in our varied abilities, and to celebrate the                 
 diversity that reveals a more complete image of the one who 
 makes us all family. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We give thanks for those who have gone before us in this year 
 and now rest in you (especially). Led by Mary and Joseph,        
 Anna and Simeon, let us live in your praise until the day we 
 depart in your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves 
 and all for whom we pray, trusting in Jesus Christ, the light 
 and life of the world. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~ 
 “Now That I've Held Him in My Arms” - by Michael Card  

 
 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the 2

nd
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your                       
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people                          
Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the              
inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but                    
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that                 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 
the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
 

SERMON 
“Looking Back to Look Forward” 

Hymn of the Day  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Drawn near to God as children and heirs of Christ’s promise, 
 we pray for all people of God, for our nation and our world, and 
 for those in need. (A brief silence.) For the faith communities of 
 this city/town/village and for faith communities throughout the 
 world. Help us to see ourselves in our neighbors, especially 
 those who differ from us, and draw us together in common                      
 service to those who are hungry, poor, and oppressed.                      
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: For the well-being of the earth as we begin another year                      
 entrusted with its care. Give us lively imaginations to see ways 
 to conserve its limited resources, harness its renewable                           
 energies, and conform ourselves to its natural goodness.                             
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P: For peace among nations, for peace in our homes, and for 
 peace in our hearts. Urge us to cry out at injustice and                        
 inequality among your people until vindication comes and           
 righteousness prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 


