
BELOIT CULVER’S SCOOPIE NIGHT  
 

Why cook when you can have a great meal at                       

Culver’s next Monday, Nov. 20th from 4-8pm?!                    

We will receive a percentage of all sales from this 

time period to help fund our purchase of a heart defibrillator. 

Thanks to our volunteers! We hope to see you all there! 

Sunday, November 12, following worship - The members of          
Faith Lutheran Church are hereby convened for the annual meeting 
of the congregation today, Sunday, November 12, immediately                    
following the worship service.  

Sunday, November 19th - Stewardship Sunday - Please bring your 
completed yellow Pledge Card; Pastor Bitner to preside. 

Monday, November 20th - No cooking tonite! Bring your family and 
have dinner at Culver’s and support our campaign to purchase a  
heart defibrillator for church! Please tell your neighbors & friends! 

Tuesday, November 21st - Church Council Meeting at 5:30pm 

Tuesday, November 21st - Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7pm 

OCTOBER 22 - NOVEMBER 19       

Please bring in your donations of cans & 

boxed food for Thanksgiving dinners.  

Vegetables, fruit, cake mixes,  soups,                  

pie filling, stuffing mix, cranberries. 

Sharing is caring - Thank you all!            

 

Social Ministry Co-Chairs                       

Karen Murr and Patti Dunaway 

Thank you to Pastor Denver Bitner,                           
assistant to the Bishop for the North                        
Conference of Synod, for serving as                        

our worship leader today and next Sunday. He will be                                         
participating in our annual meeting today. 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church
   

Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ
 

 

The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, November 12, 2017 ~ 9:30 am

 

PRELUDE  

 
 

WELCOME  and  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our 

 sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
 hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
 perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. (A brief silence.) Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
 you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 
 truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
 us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
 and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
 uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
 you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
 in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 

 have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

 forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
 Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen. 



OPENING HYMN 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and  the                              
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                    

Introduction to the day 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. 
Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised     
coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and    
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and 
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of 
life and the feast of victory - the marriage feast of the lamb.  

 

 

Financials for Sunday, November 5, 2017 - Week #45
Attendance: 87 

Weekly Offering Actual                            $2,772.00
Weekly Offering Budget                                    $2,111.00
2017 YTD Actual Offering                     $92,919.53
2017 YTD Offering Needed                  $94,995.00
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan         $9,617.63

         Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician - Rachel and Anne Strasser 
Offering Video - Rachel and Anne Strasser 
Counters - Roger and Carol Frey 
Fellowship - Carol & Roger Frey/Annual Meeting Potluck
Greeters - Don & Sandy Dittmer 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Reader - Mike Marty 
Ushers - Doug Congdon  and Ray Wendell 
Guest Pastor - Rev. Dr. Denver Bitner 

Worship 
 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church.  We are happy to have you 
worship with us today!    Please join us in our Fellowship Room for 
beverages, snacks and conversation after worship. 
Communion is by intinction. Come forward by rows to receive the 
bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine (dark) or juice 
(light). WE OFFER GLUTEN-FREE BREAD AS AN OPTION FOR 
COMMUNION. Just indicate to Pastor when it’s your turn. 
you eat the bread before dipping or drop it, please ask for another 
piece. You don’t have to be a member of Faith or be Lutheran to 
take Communion. Christ is the host of the meal - ALL baptized                            
believers are welcome! 
Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please 
make sure to catch up with your offering the next week. Or, if 
you’d like, please mail it to the church office and write “offering” on 
the envelope and it will be included in that week’s offering and seen 
only by the designated counters for the day. Thank you for being 
faithful in giving generously to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran!



Today’s altar flowers are donated by: 
Viola Thostenson, in memory of Bernard                      

Today would have been their 60th Anniversary 

Our congregation is a gathering of “therefore” people. We have 
experienced God’s great mercy. “Therefore”, we work together to 
proclaim that mercy in the world through both word and deed. So 
that we can do even more of God’s work, you are encouraged to 
increase your giving by 1⁄2 of 1% of your household income. 

To do this, follow these simple steps: 

Write down your annual household income. (Example, $70,000)  

Cross out the first four numbers from the right. ($70,000)  

Increase your giving each week by the remaining amount. 
(Current + $7.00 per week)  

If you give twice a month, multiply the amount by two.                      
(Current + $14.00 twice a month)  

If you give once a month, multiply the amount by four.                          
(Current + $28.00 each month)  

The process works for any income, so please use your                        
household income. 

In the mail this coming week you will receive a letter and Pledge 
Card to indicate your giving for the coming year. Please look for 
the letter and either bring your 2018 Pledge Card to worship 
next week or mail your Pledge Card to the church:                                           

                               Faith Lutheran Church 
                               1305 Blackhawk Blvd. 
                               South Beloit, IL  61080 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. (A brief silence.) O God of justice and love, you                          
 illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.       
 Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of                
 others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
A reading from Amos, the 5

th
 chapter. 

 

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the 
day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a 
lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a 
hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of 
the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?                    
I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well
your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.                      
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an                          
ever-flowing stream. 
 

R: Word of God, word of life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM Psalm 70 
 

R: Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to               
 help me. 
C: Let those who seek my life be put to shame and                                         
 confounded; let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
 draw back and be disgraced. 
 

R: Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back          
 because of their shame. 
C: Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
 who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the 
 

R: But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly,                         
 O God. You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD

 do not tarry.  
C: Amen. 



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians, the 4

th
 chapter. 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 
these words. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 25:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25
th
 chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said to the disciples: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be                        
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When         
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the                          
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  

CLOSING HYMN 

We pray for:  Alyson & Jarrett, Anna Marie 
Pokorny Family, Audrey, Aunt Pat, Barry & 
Shelby, Bea, Bonnie, Bob, Boyd, Boyd & Inez, 
Brad, Brenda, Cindy, Claudine, Connie,             

Connie Martin Family, Curt, David Geddies, Debi, Denise, 
Devin, Don, Doug, Dustin Insko, Eloise, Florence, Fran, Gary, 
Gavin, George, Harriet, Hatch Family, Heidi, Irene, Janie, Jeff, 
Jen, Jessica, Joyce, Kathy Mears, Kelli, Kenny, Kirk, Kyle, 
Larry, Linda, Lisa, Lou, Louie Mercer Family, Lyla Williams, 
Mary, Matthew, Maureen, Nancy, Nikko, Rich, Rick, Ron Boss 
Family, Sharon, Sara, Sue, Tammy, Terry, Theresia, Tiffany 
Anderson & Family, Tim, Tina, Todd,  Tom, Tom & Gale Miller, 
Tracy, Trisha, Viola, Veronica, Vivian, Zack, Zoey, all of our 
service men and women, those who are lonely, homeless or 
unemployed, our college students, and our shut-ins. 

May the light of God shine on us today. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
May it show us where to travel, 
lead us back if we should stray. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
 

May the love of God live in us today. 
May the love of God live in us today. 
May the warmth we feel within us,  
show in all we do and say. 
May the love of God live in us today. 
 

May the peace of God be with us today. 
May the peace of God be with us today. 
May it guide us and protect us, 
as we go our separate ways. 

May the peace of God be with us today. 

DISMISSAL                                                                                        
P:   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 



DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.                                                                    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.                                

 

~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~ 

~ COMMUNION ~ 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only 

bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on 
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, 

may we  hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 
your way of  peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine       
on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy                   
and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids 
got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the 
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;                      
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

SERMON 

 HYMN OF THE DAY   



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us 
pray with people of every time and place. (A brief silence.) 
Awaken your church to be ready to respond when Christ 
meets us in the cries of those in need. We lift up the 
church’s mission of care through Lutheran World Relief and 
other agencies. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for natural resources like oil, coal, trees, 
sun, water, and wind. Help us to use them wisely.                           
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Answer the cries of your people in nations caught in war and 
destruction. Hold in your care all veterans and their families. 
Ease the burden of tough memories and bring restoration 
and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

P: Shine your merciful and healing light on the despairing 
 of  our minds and souls. Bring hope in the midst of  danger,             
 depression, and illness. We pray especially for  these                               
 people out loud (pause) . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Bless those who prepare for marriage or who have been                    
 married in this place. Strengthen all bonds of friendship and                   
 relationship in our community. Give us joy in life together.                      
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Keep us alert for Christ’s coming, sustained by the promise that 
 we will be reunited with all the faithful who have died. Thank you 
 for their lives of witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our 
 hearts, O God, as we entrust into your loving care all for whom 
 we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.                                             
C: And also with you.  
 

VIDEO DURING THE OFFERING 

“Broken Things” by Matthew West 
                                         

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 

    We give thee but thine own,  
    whatever the gifts may be. 
    All that we have is thine alone,  
    a trust, oh Lord, from thee. 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                              
P: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you 
 that you illumine our way through life with the words of your 
 Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of                  
 others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.                                                                                     

C: Amen. 

May we thy bounties thus, 
as stewards true receive,
And gladly as though blessed us, 
to thee our first fruits give.


