
BELOIT CULVER’S SCOOPIE NIGHT  
 

Monday, November 20th  AND 

Monday, February 12th   4pm to 8pm 

Volunteers needed - 2 shifts:  4-6pm, 6-8pm 
 

                         PLEASE SIGN UP  IN HALLWAY! 

Sunday, November 5 - All Saints’ Day ~ Special Memorial                 
Worship; Members receive the Annual Report to review for next 
Sunday. We ask you to keep these & to bring them back 11/12. 

Sunday, November 12, following worship - The members of Faith 
Lutheran Church are hereby convened for the annual meeting of the 
congregation on Sunday, November 12, following the service.  
Pastor Bitner to preside. 

Sunday, November 19th - Stewardship Sunday - Please fill out           
and bring your yellow Pledge Card; Pastor Bitner to preside. 

Monday, November 20th - Have dinner at Culver’s and support 
Faith Lutheran Church’s campaign to purchase a defibrillator! 

Tuesday, November 21st - Church Council Meeting at 5:30pm 

Tuesday, November 21st - Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7pm 

Saturday, December 2, 12-2pm - Secret Sister Brunch; Please 
bring your wrapped Christmas gift for our ‘reveal’ gift exchange!               
Our new Secret Sisters are  welcomed & introduced. They will          
receive a Welcome Gift, and join us for brunch. 

Sunday, December 3, 10:30-11:30pm - Please stay to help put  
decorations on our Christmas tree after church! 

OCTOBER 22 - NOVEMBER 19 

Please be generous in donating canned and 

boxed food for Thanksgiving dinners.  

Sharing is caring!  Thank you all! 

                                                  Social Ministry Co-Chairs 

                                    Karen Murr and Patti Dunaway 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church
  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

 

Sunday, October 29, 2017 
Reformation Sunday ~ 9:30 am 

PRELUDE VIDEO 
‘Be Still and Know” by Amy Grant 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  and  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our 

 sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
 known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
 thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
 holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. (A brief silence.) Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
 you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 
 truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
 have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
 again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
 may live and serve you in newness of life through      
 Jesus  Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
 for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a 
 called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
 his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,                                     

 and of  the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
the  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                    

Amen. 

OPENING HYMN 

 

Financials for Sunday, October 22, 2017 - Week #43
Attendance: 64 

Weekly Offering Actual                            $1,463.00 
Weekly Offering Budget                                    $2,111.00 
2017 YTD Actual Offering                     $87,886.03 
2017 YTD Offering Needed                  $90,773.00 
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan         $9,617.63 

         Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician -  Helen Meier 
Offering Video - Mike Banker 
Counters - Roger and Carol Frey 
Fellowship - Church Council - For Reformation Sunday
Greeters - Eloise Manley 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Reader -  Nicole Blakeman 
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Bob Strasser 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

Today’s altar flowers are donated by:  
Hedrington, Rowlett, Stubbendick, Nolan Families
In loving memory of Donna Hedrington 

The out to dinner group will meet Friday, Nov.10th at 
6:00 PM at the Golden Chopsticks corner of Alpine 
and Harlem in Loves Park. Sign up sheet on bulletin 
board. Must be signed up by Sunday November 5th.   

OCTOBER:      25-Cathy Murphy, 26-Pat Wicks,                                       
                                                                          30-Ray Wendell, 31-Russell Scheibel
NOVEMBER:  4 -Sarah Miller, 5-Mary Brown,                                                           
                                                                           7-George Brunson 

Wed., Nov. 1 at 10am or 2pm at Faith Lutheran

“Savvy Social Security Planning                    

What Baby Boomers Need  To Know                                             

To Maximize Retirement Income”

You do not need to be a Thrivent member.

All are welcome to attend! 



We pray for:  Aaron, Allen, Anna Marie, 
Bea, Bob, Boyd, Cindy, Debi, Delores, 
Denise, Devin, Don, Eloise, Emery,                 
Florence, Fran, Gary, George, Harriet, 
Heidi, Inez, James, Janie, Jeff, John 
Laursen Family, Joyce, Julie, Kayla, 
Kelly, Ken, Kenny, Larry, Laura, Linda, 
Lou, Louise, Matt, Nancy, Nikko, Rich, 
Sara, Sharon, Shirley, Sue, Tammy, Tara, 

Ted, Tim, Tina, Todd, Tom, Trisha, Vicki Diaz Family, Victor, 
Viola, Vivian, Zoey, all those who are lonely, homeless or                    
unemployed, our college students, and our shut-ins.  

Worship 
 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church.  
We are happy to have you worship with us today!  

Please join us after worship in our Fellowship Room 
for a special cake to celebrate the  

500th Anniversary of the Reformation! 

Communion is by intinction. Come forward by rows to receive the                 
bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine (dark) or juice 

WE NOW OFFER GLUTEN-FREE BREAD AS AN                        
OPTION FOR COMMUNION. Just indicate this to Pastor when 
it’s your turn. If you eat the bread before dipping or drop it, 
please ask for another piece. You don’t have to be a member of 
Faith or be Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the 

ALL baptized believers are welcome! 

~ If you are unable to attend worship, please catch up 
offering the next week. Or, mail it to the church office 

and write “offering” on the envelope. Thanks for your faithful                  
generosity in giving to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran Church!  

SEE TODAY’S BULLETIN INSERT 
 

“Embracing Stewardship” is this 
year’s theme. Please take time to 
read today’s special stewardship 
insert. Think about how you can 

help here at Faith Lutheran. 

INTRODUCTION 
P: On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of 
 Christ - the good news - that makes us free! We pray that the   
 Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its                   
 proclamation and witness to the world. In the waters of                   
 baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all 
 Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.  
C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:    Let us pray. (A brief silence.)  
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your                  
 Holy  Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
 Holy  Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 
 your  word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 
 defend them  against all enemies of the gospel, and                   
 bestow on the church  your saving peace, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and  Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 and the Holy Spirit, one  God, now and forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
A reading from Jeremiah, the 31

st
 chapter. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.                     
It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.

 
No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
 

R: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



A Responsive Reading from Psalm 46 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  and 
though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains 
tremble with its tumult. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;                            
God shall help it at the break of day. 
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, 
and the earth melts away.  

ORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations 
God has brought upon the earth; 

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who 
breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields 
with fire. 
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

ORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
A reading from Romans, the 3

rd
 chapter. 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who    
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 
whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being 
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from 
law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 
by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now                 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement                 
by his blood, effective through faith.  

 

BLESSING 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on 
 you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 

 and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING HYMN 



The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  

 

 
VIDEO DURING THE OFFERING 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” by Promise Keepers 
                                         

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

We give thee but thine own,  
whatever the gifts may be. 
All that we have is thine alone,  
a trust, oh Lord, from thee. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your 
Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,                    

forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.                                
For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.                                                                    
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.                                                

 

~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~ 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

~ COMMUNION ~ 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this 
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your 
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we 
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of 
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  

 

May we thy bounties thus,  
as stewards true receive, 
And gladly as though blessed us,  
to thee our first fruits give. 

ALLELUIA  

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

P: The holy gospel according to John, the 8
th
 chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him,                    
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who                   
commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a                               
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there                     
forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
“Reformation: Past, Present and Future”

He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine                   
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what 
becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
 

R: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



2014 CONFIRMATION CREED 

We believe in God the Father, who is the Creator of heaven 
and earth.  God loved his creation and said it was good.  God 
has given us life and things to support our life, like plants and 
animals.  God is still creating through people, every time there 
is new life and more technology.  God provides for us by                  
giving us all that we need for daily life. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of the world.  He 
healed many people because he cared about them.  He taught 
many stories and parables to his followers to increase their 
faith.  He died on the cross to save us from our sins.  He rose 
from the dead, and after he rose he commanded us to make 
new disciples all over the world.  Because he loves us, he                     
offers all who believe eternal life.  He promises to be with us 
till the end of the age.  

HYMN OF THE DAY   We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is the giver of our faith.            
He gives us spiritual gifts like love, joy, and kindness.                      
He forgives our sins and helps us to live holy lives. The Holy 
Spirit calls people to become part of the Christian Church, and 
helps the church to grow around the world. He calls us to serve 
others in the world, and helps us live in peace with our                        
neighbor. This is most certainly true. AMEN! 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  
 world, and all of God’s creation. (A brief silence.) We pray 
 unity of your church. Free us to be Christ’s one body,  graciously 
 receiving his life and boldly offering it to a world in  need.                       
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We pray for the renewal of creation: for a shared, plentiful 
 for lands unable to bear fruit, for what is neglected or  destroyed by 
 our hand, and for the earth’s advocates. Lord, in  your mercy,
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We pray for all nations of the world: for leaders of villages, 
 states, and nations, for lawmakers and judges, for  teachers and 
 students, and for all who work for peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We pray for those who seek refuge and strength: refugees, 
 imprisoned, and those bound by addictions or burdened 
 We pray for the ill or injured (especially).  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We pray for continual reformation in this and every assembly. 
 new beginnings, impart wisdom. In established traditions, 
 creativity. In all ministries, revive our hope in the one  who makes 
 all things new. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We give thanks for your saints. United with them in the                   
 covenant of baptism, increase our faith in your promised life 
 Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
 trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 
C: Amen. 


