
 

Sunday, Dec.18 ~ 9:30am 
Children’s Christmas program     

during Worship Service 

 
Saturday, Dec.24 ~ 5pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

 
Sunday, Dec.25 ~ 9:30am 

Christmas Carols and Communion 
 

 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
9:30am Worship 
Happy New Year! 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church 
     

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 
Second Sunday of Advent ~ 9:30 am  

 

PRELUDE 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who comes to 

 wake us from sleep, who leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our  sin 
 against God and neighbor. (A brief silence.) God of all time, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your 
 merciful reign among us. We ignore our neighbors in 
 need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In your 
 mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome  your 
 light and to seek the things that will endure until Christ 
 comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

P: Comfort, o comfort my people, says your God. In +  Jesus 

 Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. 
 Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



~ OPENING HYMN ~   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

P: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is     
 coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge 
 us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of 
 the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will   
 gather all people on the holy mountain and  there will be no more 
 war or suffering. Though we vigilantly  watch for the promised 
 day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes 
 among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our 
 faith in the promises of God. 
 

C: Amen 

RAW HUNGER 
 

 

UNITED STATES 

ELCA.org/ 

In the midst of a food desert, where no grocery stores sell 
fresh produce, McLaughlin Grows Urban Farm is meeting a 
critical need for residents of Muskegon, Mich. McLaughlin 
Grows Urban Farm, supported by your gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger, grows everything from radishes to tomatoes in the 
middle of the city and teaches adults and teens how to grow 
their own food. During the summer, Laurie Wieschowski, the 
farm’s manager, teaches middle schoolers the importance of 
weeding the farm and picking bugs off plants. The reward, 
says   Laurie, comes when the produce grown is served at the 
public school for lunch. “They get excited when they see the 
kale, lettuce and carrots they’ve been tending,”  Laurie said, 
adding that some students return after the session to          
volunteer at the farm. This program also hires student interns 
who earn a stipend while learning how to promote urban  
gardening and develop leadership skills. In a city where nearly 
two-thirds of the residents earn  incomes below the federal 
poverty level, this is an important investment in the           
community’s future. As part of the Youth Empowerment   
Program, Briane is paid hourly, but for her, getting healthy 
food to people is the important goal. To ELCA World Hunger, 
she adds, “Your donors are involved in something much     
bigger than you’d ever believe. You are helping a hurt       
community.” Thanks to your gifts to ELCA World Hunger,     
Briane and many residents of Muskegon now have access to 
fresh, affordable fruits and vegetables they need to thrive. 



DECEMBER 
  2 – Gail Krause 
  5 – Mary Ann Mueller 
13 – Mike Murphy 
16 – Rachel Schuller 
18 – Sandy Johnson  
24 – Nicole Blakeman 
25 – Kathy Strasser 

Happy Birthday To You! 

If your birthday is not listed, please see Sue or leave a note! 

Just a reminder to bring in your                
unwrapped toys and gifts for our             
Salvation Army  drive. There are still a  
couple of  tags on the Angel Tree. Even      
if  you don’t have an Angel tag, you can 
bring in unwrapped toys for all ages.                  
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

If you haven’t picked up your 2017 envelopes, 

they’re on a table at the back of the church. 
 

Please receive your Advent devotional book (1 per 
family), “From Heaven Above”, by Michael Hoy. It 
is for every day use during Advent. We have key 
tags, either Advent or a 2017 calendar. For  the 
children, we have a special Advent calendar. 
 
 

On Sunday, December 11, Thrivent representatives 

will be with us to explain how service projects can 

be supported with $250 gift cards. 
 

 

JANUARY 
10 - Hannah Guffey 
12 - Betty Bonner 
20 - Viola Thostenson 
23 - Amy McCormick 
27 - Samantha Guffey 
27 - Victor Lipinski 
30 - Craig Miller 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John 
 the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way for the 
 kingdom of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles 
 on this wreath. Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we 
 may be a light shining in the darkness welcoming others as 
 Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. 
 Blessed be God forever.                                                         

C: Amen 

ADVENT HYMN, LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:   Let us pray.  
ALL:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 
   your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as 
   people of repentance and peace; through Jesus  
   Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  
   with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and     

   forever. Amen. 

        Children’s Church                                   



FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
A reading from Isaiah, the 11

th
 chapter. 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be 
in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall 
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play 
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy      
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand 
as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 72 ~ A Responsive Reading 
 

R: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to 
the king’s son; 

C: that he may rule your people righteously and the poor 
with justice; 

 

R: that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the 
hills, in righteousness. 

C: Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the 
poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 

R: May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one 
generation to another 

C:     Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like  
     showers that water the earth. 

         Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Altar Guild - Carol & Roger Frey 
Computer Technician - Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier 
Counters - Roger & Carol Frey 
Fellowship - The Guffey’s 
Greeters - Viola Thostenson, George & Sue Brunson 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Reader - Craig Miller 
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Craig Miller 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

‘Cookies for Cops’ Drive 
 

We will be having a Baked Goods Collection on Dec. 18th. 

These homemade cookies, cakes, pies, candy, and bars 

will be given to local police to show our support and 

thanks for all they do. 
 

  Thank you for helping out, 

  Karen Murr & Patti Dunaway 

  Social Ministry  Co-Chairs 

Pledge Cards Update 
We have 45 pledge cards for 2017, totaling $1627.28/wk. 
Please bring in your pledge card and “Time & Talents” 
sheet, or mail it in to us as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Please remember to get 
your Christmas poinsettia 
orders in! The deadline is 
Sunday, December 11th. 

Each plant is $12, and can 
be taken after Christmas 
service. Forms are on the 

narthex table. 



Today we pray for our friends and family here at Faith        
Lutheran Church. Thank you to those who pray for the      
people on our prayer list. Even if we don’t recognize a name 
or know exactly their need, their friends and family truly         
appreciate it. We can pray for health, healing, and wholeness 
for each of them as well as their loved ones. Thank you for 
your faithfulness in prayer.  We pray for: Adam, Alyson, Amy, 
Anna Marie, Audrey, Barb, Barb K., Barry, Barry & Shelby, 
Ben, Bev, Bill, Bob, Bob Quinn and Family, Bonnie, Bonnie 
Cliffe, Brayton, Brett, Brian, Carl, Cheryll, Cindy, Claudine, 
Colin, Colleen, Connie, Connie & Denny Price, Courtney, 
Dave, Debi, Denise, Dennis, Diane, Diane Ablett, Dick, Don, 
Donna H., Emily,   Ethel, Evelyn, Family of Bob Davis,       
Florence, Funk Family, Gary, Gavin, George, Gere, Harriet, 
Heather, Heidi,  Helen Meier, Howard, Hunter, Ian, Irene A., 
Jaleena, Jackie M., Janet, Janice E., Jarrett, Jean, Jeff, Jenni 
Jo, Jeremy, Jessica, Jessie,  Jimmy, Joe, Joyce, Joyce H., 
Joyce Hatch, Judy, Judy Webster and family, June, Kaci,    
Kamya, Karla, Kathy Mears, Kelli, Larry, Leroy, Linda G., Lisa, 
Lisa Wright, Logan, Louise, Marcia, Marion, Margie, Mark B., 
Mary, Mary Lou, Maureen M., Mom Gallatin, Nancy, Nash,  
Nikko, Patty A., Penny, Rich, Ricky, Robin, Robyne, Roger, 
Sam, Sara, Sarah, Sarah M., Scott Wright, Shalom, Shannon, 
Sharon, Shelly, Shirley P., Steve, Sue, Teresa, Terri, Terri M., 
Terry, Tim, Todd, Tom, Tommy, Trisha & Noah, Tristan, 
Vance, Vic, Vicki, Vicki & Rick, Viola, Zach, Zoey all service 
men and women, all homeless and unemployed, our shut-ins, 
our college students, and those in the military and their   
families - that God will keep them in his grace and care. 

Christmas Card for Residents Project 
Christmas cards are being delivered for all residents 
of Fair Oaks Nursing Home. These are being signed, 
“From your friends at Faith Lutheran Church” 
Karen Murr & Patti Dunaway, Social Ministry  Co-Chairs 

 
 

R: In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an 
abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

C: Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you 
alone do wondrous deeds! 
 

R:     And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may  
    all the earth be filled with your glory.   

C:  Amen. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
A reading from Romans, the 15

th
 chapter. 

 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our         
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of        
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that     
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given 
to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again 
he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the 
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 
hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in  
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life 
C:  Thanks be to God 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 3

rd
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 
Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” Now 
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the 
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our    
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming  
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with            
unquenchable fire.” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 

SERMON  
 

“Voices from the Wilderness” 
 
 
 

 

Worship 
 
 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We are so happy to 
have you worship with us today! Please join us after worship in 
our Fellowship Room for beverages, snacks and conversation. 
3 

Communion is by intinction. Come forward as directed by 
the   ushers, receive the bread with an open hand then dip it in 
the wine (dark) or juice (light). If you accidentally eat the bread 
before dipping or drop it, please ask for another piece. You do 
not have to be a member of Faith or be Lutheran to take    
Communion. Christ is the host of the meal and ALL baptized        
believers are welcome! 
 

Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, 
please make sure to catch up with your offering the next week. 
Or, if you’d like, please mail it to the church office and write 
“offering” on the envelope and it will be included in that week’s 
offering and seen only by the designated counters for the day. 
Thank you for being faithful in giving generously to God’s work 
here at Faith Lutheran! 
 

Financials for Sunday, Nov. 27, 2016 - Week 48 
Attendance - 90 

Weekly Offering Actual                       $1,669.00 
Weekly Offering Budget                    $2,068.00  
2016 YTD Actual Offering                          $95,846.80 
2016 YTD Offering Needed                        $99,264.00 
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan             $5,359.50 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Today’s altar flowers are       
presented by:  

Kelly and Craig Miller 

Please plan to stay and help decorate 

our Christmas tree today! We also 

need your help to clean church every 

Friday night at 5:15 thru December. 

http://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_5419_m


 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken   
  bread and the cup we share. Make us ready always to  
  welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be  
  your people in the world announcing your coming    
  among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

BLESSING 
P:  May Christ the Sun of righteousness shine upon  you    
  and scatter the darkness from before your path.            

  Almighty God, Father , + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless     

  you now and  forever. 
C:  Amen 

CLOSING HYMN   

DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

~ Hymn of the Day  ~  

http://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_5419_m


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join 
 with the church throughout the world, praying for all who are in 
 need. (A brief silence.) For the church throughout the world, for 
 all inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, and for all who proclaim 
 the wondrous deeds of God; that all divisions and                   
 disagreements cease, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For the earth and its creatures, for animals of every size, for 
 plants that provide shade and nourishment; that we see God’s 
 goodness revealed in every living thing, let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For the nations and those in authority, for police officers and 
 firefighters, for social workers and attorneys; that God grant 
 them wisdom to work for peace and justice, let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For the poor, the meek, the unwelcomed, those suffering from 
 malaria and HIV/AIDS, the sick and the bereaved (especially); 
 that they experience Christ embodied in healthcare workers 
 and caregivers, let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For those traveling and those absent from this gathering, for 
 those serving in the military, for those preparing for baptism, 
 and for our congregation; that in all we do we praise and glorify 
 God, let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who have died in Christ; 
 that they show us the way of hope through the incarnate Word, 
 let us pray. 
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken 
 aloud and those known only to you, and grant us peace through 
 Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
   

SHARING PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~ 
“Prepare Ye the Way” By Doug & Jude Krehbiel 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P:  Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in  us.   
  Feed us with your love, that our faith may shine ever     
  new  and our lives reveal your light. 
C:  Amen 
 

DIALOGUE 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our             
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.       
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  glory,        

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

~  COMMUNION  ~ 
 

 


