Your Calendar!
AUGUST
Sunday, August 21 - Faith Lutheran Church Picnic
& Potluck

Saturday, August 27th - Car Cruise-In CANCELLED;
The South Beloit Fire Department Corn Boil is that same
day, so we will support their community outreach event.

SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 4 - Outdoor combined service -
“Worship In The Park™ at Honenegah Park

Saturday, September 10 - Women’s Retreat
with Helen Meier

OCTOBER
Saturday, October 22 - Craft Show and Bake Sale

NOVEMBER
Sunday, November 13 - ALL Congregation Meeting &

Luncheon; all church members are asked to please attend.

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 3 - Secret Sister Gift Exchange &
Luncheon

’=, Faith Lutheran Church

Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

Sunday, August 7, 2016
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 9:30 am

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. (brief silence) Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the (1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

~ OPENING HYMN ~
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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I What a fel-low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? 1 have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

i, Our Brat Stand is paying
for our Roof! It’s a great
| way to reach out to our
communities AND to also
contribute to the ELCA
 World Hunger Fund.

Come and have lunch at our Brat Stand! It’s open every Friday
and Saturday from 10:30 - 2:30. Cheeseburgers, hamburgers,
brats, brat-burgers, and pork chop sandwiches... they’re all
freshly grilled and delicious!

We need your help in making the Brat Stand work! We need
cooks, swing shift helpers, and shift workers. Two shifts: 10:30-
12:30 and 12:30-2:30. The first shift actually starts at 10 am to
get things set up, and the second shift actually ends at 3 to get
things cleaned up.

Donations always appreciated: boxes of single-serving chips,
cases of canned pop: regular and diet Pepsi, Mountain Dew,
Root Beer, Sprite and condiments.

DATE CHANGE!

The Out To Dinner Group will meet at
o Machine Shed Restaurant

LMACHINE SHED e 7475 E. State St, Rockford

Friday, Aug. 26th at 6pm

75th Anniversary Cookbooks are here! - $15
Checks payable to: Faith Lutheran Church
Please see Sue in the church office

ELECTRONICS DRIVE IS COMING SOON!

Aug. 27 - Clinton, 500 Peck Ave.
Sept. 10 - Beloit, 1882 Inman Pkwy.
Saturdays, 9 am to Noon




- \ We need Readers! P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
y L ] READER Please sign up today and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
INTRODUCTION
Need a copy of the P: Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
2016 Pictorial Directory? the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to
Please see /(e//y Miller or Ablraham, to the early chur-ch, and to the I!ttle rocI’< of
which we are a part today in assembly. Faith, God’s
Amanda Guffe ey. baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.
**NOTE: There will be NO Card-Game Night in August C:  Amen.
Today’s altar flowers are donated by: PRAYER OF THE DAY

Jodi & Rob Binder in honor of their
21st Wedding Anniversary

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE C: AImighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be thellife
and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches

of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you

P: Let us pray.

()
b 6raduation, Sympathy, and Get Well cards will

be sent upon notification. Call Patty Dunaway at wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
815-389-8957 or Karen Murr at 815-389-2353 and Lord.
or email Patty at pkdunaway7@gmail.com Amen
School Supply Drive Update Children’s Church

Thanks to everyone who contributed items.

After the children’s message, they are dismissed for Children’s

Deliveries were made to Clark Elementar
Y Church. Their teacher will accompany them downstairs.

School, Riverview Elementary School & Blackhawk
Elementary School in South Beloit. We hope all of
the students have a great school year!



First Reading Genesis 15:1-6

A reading from Genesis, the 15th chapter.

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be
very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me,
for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but
your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside
and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants
be.” And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 33: 12-22 ~ A Responsive Reading ~

R: Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!

C: The LORD looks down from heaven, and sees all
humankind.

R: God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the
earth.

C: God fashions all their hearts and observes all their
deeds.

R: A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are
warriors rescued by their great strength.

C: The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great
strength it cannot save.

Prcgor Pl e

These are the prayer requests submitted last week.
For a pastoral care emergency or hospitalization this week,
contact Pastor Rick on his cell phone: 815-566-5247.

All service men & women, Alyson & Jarrett, Amy, Andy,
Audrey, Barb, Barry & Shelly, Bea, Beau, Beth, Betty C.,
Betty L., Bev, Bill, Bob, Brayton, Brett, Brian, Carl, Carla,
Cindy, Claudine, Connie & Denny Price, Courtney, Dave,
Dennis, Dick, Don, Dorothy, Eddie, Emily, Florence, Gary,
Gavin, George, Gere, Harvey, Heidi, lan, Harriet, Jeff,
Jeremy, Jim, Jimmy H., John West, Karen, Kelli, Ken,
Larry, Lee, Lisa Wright, Louise, Margie, Marion, Mary,
Mary Lasher- in recuperation for another 3 weeks, Mary
Lou, Pat, Pat P., Rich, Ricky, Robin, Roger, Ruth, Saleena
Ducksworth, Sam, Sara, Shalom, Shannon, Shelly, Steve,
Tallen, Tammi, Ted, Teresa, Tim, Tom, Vance, Vic, Vicki,
Viola, Zach, all homeless persons and those unemployed.

REMINDER

Please stop in the narthex on your way
out to pick up your 6-Month offering
statement . Thank you.
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Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We are so happy to have you
worship with us today! Please join us after worship in our Fellowship
Room for beverages, snacks and conversation.

Communion is by intinction. Come forward as directed by the
ushers, receive the bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine
(dark) or juice (light). If you accidentally eat the bread before dipping or
drop it, please ask for another piece. You do not have to be a member
of Faith or be Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the
meal and ALL baptized believers are welcome!

Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please

make sure to catch up with your offering the next week. Or, if you'd like,

please mail it to the church office and write “offering” on the envelope
and it will be included in that week’s offering and seen only by the
designated counters for the day. Thank you for being faithful in giving
generously to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran!

Financials for Sunday, July 31, 2016—Week 31
Attendance: 60

Weekly Offering Actual $1,274.00
Weekly Offering Budget $2,068.00
2016 YTD Actual Offering $64,478.64
2016 YTD Offering Needed $64,108.00
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan $1,734.60

Today’s Worship Leaders
Altar Guild - Roger & Carol Frey
Computer Technician - Sue Brunson
Offering Video - Anne and Rachel Strasser
Counters - Bob and Kathy Strasser
Fellowship - George and Sue Brunson
Greeters - Gail Krause
Musician - Betty Comins
Reader - Kathy Strasser
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Ray Wendell
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier

R: Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,

C: To deliver their lives from death, and to keep them
alive in time of famine.

R: Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper
and our shield.

C: Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy
name we put our trust.

R: Let your loving kindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as
we place our hope in you.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
A reading from Hebrews, the 11th chapter.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received
approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even
though he was too old and Sarah herself was barren because
he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore, from
one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were
born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.” All of these died in faith
without having received the promises, but from a distance they
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire



a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city
for them.

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God!

“ALLELUIA”
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL Luke 12: 32-40

P: The holy gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions,
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and
no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be
like those who are waiting for their master to return from the
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as
soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom
the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come
and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or
near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. “But
know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of
life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Choral Benediction”

May the light of God shine on us today.
May the light of God shine on us today.
May it show us where to travel,
lead us back if we should stray.
May the light of God shine on us today.

May the love of God live in us today.
May the love of God live in us today.
May the warmth we feel within us,
show in all we do and say.

May the love of God live in us today.

May the peace of God be with us today.
May the peace of God be with us today.
May it guide us and protect us,

as we go our separate ways.

May the peace of God be with us today.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.



O_FFERING PRAYER thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken

P: Let us pray. _ into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
a/llﬁrmful God,t has g(;a;ns c;I; wh;aatbscattered upgn thde an unexpected hour.”
ills were gathered together to become one bread, P: The gospel of the Lord.
so let your church be gathered together from the ) . -
. . ) C: Praise to you, O Christ.
ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the
glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. SERMON
C: Amen . .
“Making All Things Dear”
~ Hymn of the Day ~
DIALOGUE B .
: e Thou My Vision
P:  The Lord be with you. Y
C:  And also with you. 0 | | __ |
P: Lift up your hearts @J}b 1= !
C:  We lift them to the Lord. e w ¢ < g - L )
. . . 1 e thou my vl - sion, OT o) my eart;
P: Le_t us give tha_nks and praise to the Lor_d our God. 2 Be thou my wis - dom.  and thou my tue word:
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 3 Rich-es 1 heed not,  nor vain, emp - ty  praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
[ Q | l? | | | | | | | |
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
THE LORD’S PRAYER
0 |
| | | |
Py | | o | | | |
Our Father, who art in heaven, S e e S E— e léi JL |
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, ~
. i thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
thy wIII be done, On earth as It |S In heaven- 'I'hou my SOul’S Shc] - ter’ and thou my h]gh t0W7r’
Give us this day our da||y bread; thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
. Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; Db : : | — | : — n
and lead us not into temptation, F@'V‘J = - ¢ r H——e—J—e 19— —J—+ | i
but deliver us from evil. wak -ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, raise thou me  heav’n-ward, O Powr of ~ my  powr.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
forever and ever. Amen. still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er  of all.

~ COMMUNION ~

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence.
Faithful God, encourage your church in new ventures of
faith: new congregations, ministries, conversations, and
partnerships.

Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Creating God, the abundance of your creation fills us
with awe and delight. Call us daily to be vigilant and
responsible stewards of all you have made.

Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Merciful God, calm the fears that produce wars,
prejudice, and injustice. Equip governments, leaders,
and peacemakers to be models of cooperation and
reconciliation among the nations.

Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Restoring God, comfort all who long for relief from
circumstances of grief or sickness (especially). Bless
hospitals, mental health facilities, and all places of

healing.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Steadfast God, we pray for those in life transitions that

bring anxiety. Heal those hurt by broken promises, and
sustain them with your never-ending love.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all the saints
who now enjoy unfailing treasure in heaven, and we
rejoice that we are united with them in your love.

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise
to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~

Never Too Far Gone
By Jordan Feliz

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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We give thee but thine own, what-eer the gift may  be;
May we thy boun-ties thus  as stew-ards true re - ceive,
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all that we have 15 thine a-lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -1y, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.



