
Time To Plan Ahead 
SEPTEMBER 

REMINDER! NEXT SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 - 10:30  am            
“Worship In The Park” at Honenegah Park 
Outdoor combined worship service  with GPS, 
Cross & Crown, and Open Arms.  Faith Lutheran is 
responsible for bringing side dishes. There will be a 
short devotional service at Faith Lutheran at 9 am 
for those not able to go to the park. 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 14 - Book Club , 6:30-8 pm 
This month’s book is Whistling Past the Graveyard by Susan 
Crandall. Anyone is welcome to come! 
 

Saturday, Sept. 17 - Women’s Retreat  - “Divine Design” 
“How God Has Used Women Through History” & “How God Has 
Used Women To Grow Faith Lutheran Church.” This will be in 
the Fellowship Room from 9 to 1 ~ Lunch will be provided. 
Led by Helen Meier, Anne Strasser and Sue Miller - Sign Up! 
 

Saturday, September 24 - Service of Holy Communion and 
Installation of our new Bishop Jeffrey Clements 
10:00 am at First Lutheran Church, 225 S. 3rd St, Rockford,         
followed by a reception at Our Savior’s Church, 3300 Rural 

Street, Rockford. Faith Lutheran Church is responsible for  

providing 15 dozen cookies/bars & 4 people to help 

park cars from 8am-10am. 
 

OCTOBER 
Saturday, October 22 - Craft Show and Bake Sale 
 

NOVEMBER 
Sun., Nov.13 - ALL Congregation Meeting & Luncheon 
 **ALL church members are asked to please attend ** 
 

DECEMBER 
Sat., Dec. 3 -  Secret Sister Gift Exchange & Luncheon       
Celebrating our sisterhood in 2016. All church women are      
cordially invited and warmly welcomed to attend and sign up for 
2017! It’s a ministry filled with prayer, friendship and surprises! 

 

Sunday, December 4 - Decorate church for Christmas         

14 Sundays away - Only 124 days until Christmas! 

  

 Faith Lutheran Church 
     

  Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ 

Sunday, August 28, 2016 
15th Sunday After Pentecost  ~  9:30 am  

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

P:      The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
 people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us 
 the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
 receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. (brief silence)  Gracious God, 

 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
 from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
 We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
 compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
 things we have done and things we have failed to do.
 Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
 dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
 grace you have been saved. In the name of †Jesus Christ, 

 your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
 power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
 hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

NOISY CAN  COLLECTION  TODAY 



~ OPENING HYMN ~   

NOTE: Regrettfully omitted from  
last week’s list of Brat Stand  
workers - Gerry Cliffe; thanks for        
      all you do, Gerry! Sorry! 

We Need 

YOU! 

          ELECTRONICS DRIVE IS COMING SOON! 
 

     Sept. 10 - Beloit, 1882 Inman Pkwy. 
Saturday, 9 am to Noon   

Sponsored by 1st National Bank 

Please support our Brat Stand by: 
 Giving your time to cashier 

 Giving your time to prepare food 
 Giving your time to grill the food 

 Donating Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Root beer and Diet Root 
beer, Sprite, Diet Sprite, Water 

 Donating condiments: ketchup, mustard, pickles,       

relish, onions 
 Coming to have lunch! The Brat Stand is open every  

Friday and Saturday from 10:30-2:30. Bring your 
friends and family. Tell your neighbors! 

 You can always donate $$ - this ministry is helping to 

pay down our roof loan, now down to near $20,000  
from $70,000. Thank you! 

Many thanks to 

all of you who 

helped make our 

2016 Picnic and 

Outdoor Service 

such a success! 



Need a copy of the 2016 Pictorial Directory?  
Please see Kelly Miller or Amanda Guffey. 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE                                               

Graduation, Sympathy, and Get Well cards will be 

sent upon notification. Call Patty Dunaway at  

815-389-8957 or Karen Murr at 815-389-2353 

or email Patty at pkdunaway7@gmail.com 

 

NOISY CAN COLLECTION 

TODAY WILL BE TO HELP 

OUR CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

GOD’S  GLOBAL BARNYARD - Our 

Children’s Church group is involved in 

one of the  campaigns sponsored by 

ELCA World Hunger. Each child has a 

Barnyard Bank and will be collecting 

donations during the month of August. Your generous donations 

will help families in need who are poor and hungry. The money 

raised will buy animals: $10 -  for 10 chicks, $20 - duck, $30 - 

pig, $50 - goat, $125 - sheep, $500 - cow. Please dig deep and 

give generously! You can also give by mail: ELCA, PO Box 1809, 

Merrifield, VA  22116-8009 or by credit card at www.elca.org/

goodgifts 
 

75th Anniversary Cookbooks are here! - $15 

 Checks payable to:  Faith Lutheran Church  
 Please see Sue in the church office 

We need Readers! 
Please sign up today  
on the board. Thanks! 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

P:  Invited and inviting - that is the nature of the church. By 
 God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at the        
 banquet table of the Lord. When, by the power of that 
 same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, 
 the church can be more inviting still. 

C: Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:  Let us pray.  
ALL: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace 
 to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your 
 Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                 

    Children’s Church                   
After the children’s message, they are dismissed to go with their 
teacher downstairs. 

 
FIRST READING      PROVERBS 25:6-7 
The first reading is from Proverbs, the 25th chapter 
 

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the 
place of the great; for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than 
to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
 

R:       Word of God, Word of Life 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



PSALM 112  ~  A Responsive Reading ~ 
 

P: Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have 
 great delight in God’s commandments! 
C: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the      
 generation of the upright will be blessed.  
 
P: Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their          
 righteousness will last forever. 
C: Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the     
 righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
 
P: It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage 
 their affairs with justice. 
C: For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept 
 in everlasting remembrance.  
 
P: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is 
 steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
C: Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they 
 see their desire upon their enemies. 
 
P: They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 
 stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 
C: The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash 
 their teeth and pine away; the desires of the wicked will 
 perish. 
 
 
SECOND READING   Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
The second reading is from Hebrews, the 13

th
 chapter. 

 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you 
were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though 
you yourselves were being tortured.  
 

For a pastoral care emergency or hospitalization this week,    

please contact Pastor Rick on his cell phone: 815-566-5247.      

We pray for all service men & women, all those in need of 
prayers from our Faith Lutheran Church family and friends, 
and all homeless persons and those who are unemployed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special  Request  from the Bishops’s Office 
 

Each church in the Northern Illinois Synod has been asked 

to participate in the preparation for the Service of Holy 

Communion and Installation of our Bishop-elect, the       

Reverend Jeffrey Clements.  
 

This very special event will be held in two locations on   

Saturday, September 24, 2016. All are invited and    

encouraged to attend! 
 

First, there will be a Service of Holy Communion and        

Installation held at First Lutheran Church, 225 S. 3rd St., 

Rockford, IL at10:00am 
 

This will be followed by a reception at Our Savior’s          

Lutheran Church, 3300 Rural St., Rockford, IL  
 

Faith Lutheran Church has been asked to provide: 

 15 dozen homemade small  to medium cookies 

or bars cut into 1 1/2 –2” pieces 

 4 volunteers to help as Parking Lot Attendants. 

You will meet at 8 am be finished at 10am, when 

the service  begins. 
 

Thanks to those who volunteer to help us do our 

part. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board!  



Worship 
 

 
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church.  We are so happy to have you 
worship with us today! Please join us after worship in our Fellowship 
Room for beverages, snacks and conversation. 
 

Communion is by intinction.  Come forward as directed by the  
ushers, receive the bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine 
(dark) or juice (light).  If you accidentally eat the bread before dipping or 
drop it, please ask for another piece.  You do not have to be a member 
of Faith or be Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the 
meal and ALL baptized believers are welcome! 
 

Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please 
make sure to catch up with your offering the next week.  Or, if you’d like, 
please mail it to the church office and write “offering” on the envelope 
and it will be included in that week’s offering and seen only by the    
designated counters for the day. Thank you for being faithful in giving 
generously to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran! 
 

Financials for Sunday, August 21, 2016—Week 34     
Outdoor Service 
Attendance - 67 

Weekly Offering Actual                 $1,482.00 
Weekly Offering Budget          $2,068.00  
2016 YTD Actual Offering                $70,159.45 
2016 YTD Offering Needed                                 $70,312.00 
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan      $1,994.60 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Altar Guild - Roger & Carol Frey 
Computer Technician - Mike Banker 
Offering Video - Helen Meier 
Counters - Bob and Kathy Strasser 
Fellowship -  Bernie & Pat Parisot 
Greeters -  Gail Krause 
Musician - Betty Comins 
Reader -  Kathy Strasser 
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Ray Wendell 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Richard J. Meier 

“ALLELUIA”  

 

Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed 
be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content 
with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or 
forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”        
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to 
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their 
faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and        
forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do 
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

R:       Word of God, Word of Life 
C:  Thanks be to God! 



GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a 
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they 
were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests 
chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. “When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down 
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who    
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this      
person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 
take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit 
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he 
may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 
For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one 
who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 

“Entertaining Angels” 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Let us pray. Send us now as your disciples, announcing 
 peace and proclaiming that the reign of God has come 
 near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.     
 Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
 now and forever.                                                                      

C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN    “Choral Benediction” 
 

May the light of God shine on us today. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
May it show us where to travel, 
lead us back if we should stray. 
May the light of God shine on us today. 
 

May the love of God live in us today. 
May the love of God live in us today. 
May the warmth we feel within us,  
show in all we do and say. 
May the love of God live in us today. 
 

May the peace of God be with us today. 
May the peace of God be with us today. 
May it guide us and protect us, 
as we go our separate ways. 

May the peace of God be with us today. 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of 
 good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to 
 no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
 the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 
 serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give  thanks 
 to you that you illumine our way through life with the  
 words of your Son. Give us the light we need,    
 awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring 
 all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and  the Holy  
 Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen 

 

 
DIALOGUE 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

~  COMMUNION  ~ 
 

~ Hymn of the Day ~  



The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the 
 church, the world, and all in need. O God, guide leaders 
 who speak your word to your people. Use your church’s 
 powerful witness and genuine invitation to welcome all 
 to your banquet table.                                                
 Hear us, O God.                                                                                                              

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We thank you for tables of abundant food. Bless crops, 
 farms, and industries, that as co-creators with you, we 
 may provide responsibly from the earth for the sake of 
 all.                                                                                                                         
 Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Break the bonds of captivity and injustice. Work in 
 leaders and nations to bring peace and to advocate for 
 the least of these. Especially we pray for . . . .                   
 Hear us, O God 
C: Your mercy is great. 

PEACE 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

 

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~ 
“Hallowed Be They Name” 

By Babbie Mason 

P: Heal and comfort those we hold in our hearts and those 
 who have asked for our prayers (especially). Bring 
 hope to prisoners, refugees, and outsiders.                       
 Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Strengthen marriages, families, and friendships with 
 mutual love and respect. Bless our congregation to be 
 a place of support and care for healthy relationships.     
 Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Rejoicing in the promise of the heavenly banquet, we 
 give thanks for all those who have died in faith,         
 especially … Join us, with them, at the resurrection of 
 the righteous.                                                                                                               
 Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise 
 to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 


