Your Calendar!
AUGUST
Sunday, August 21 - Faith Lutheran Church Picnic
& Potluck

Saturday, August 27 - Car Cruise-In from 5pm - 8pm

SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 4 - Outdoor combined service -
“Worship In The Park™ at Honenegah Park

Saturday, September 10 - Women’s Retreat
with Helen Meier

OCTOBER
Saturday, October 22 - Craft Show and Bake Sale

NOVEMBER
Sunday, November 13 - ALL Congregation Meeting &

Luncheon; all church members are asked to please attend.

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 3 - Secret Sister Gift Exchange &
Luncheon

Sunday, December 4 - Decorate church for Christmas

,___L: Faith Lutheran Church

Faithfully Growing, Welcoming, and Caring through Christ

Sunday, July 24, 2016
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 9:30 am

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give
us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. (brief silence) Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

~ OPENING HYMN ~
For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the -earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givin:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.
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Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Between now and the end of July, we will be collecting
the following school supplies to donate to the South Beloit
School System:

Crayons (24/pk.), #2 pencils, Washable broad-tip markers
(8/pk.) Glue sticks, Glue bottles, Boxes of Kleenex, Pink
erasers, Bottles of hand sanitizer, Fiskars scissors,
Pencil cases, Pocket folders, Wide-ruled spiral bound
notebooks, Primary composition notebooks, Wide-ruled
loose leaf paper, Colored pencils (12/pk.)

Please take a flyer on the table in the narthex for the next
time you go to the store. Thanks, everyone!

Karen Murr and Patty Dunaway, Social Ministry

—

. Our Brat Stand is paying

| for our Roof! It’s a great
way to reach out to our
communities AND to also
contribute to the ELCA

| World Hunger Fund.

Come and have lunch at our Brat Stand! It’s open every Friday
and Saturday from 10:30 - 2:30. Cheeseburgers, hamburgers,
brats, brat-burgers, and pork chop sandwiches... they’re all
freshly grilled and delicious!

We need your help in making the Brat Stand work! We need
cooks, swing shift helpers, and shift workers. Two shifts: 10:30-
12:30 and 12:30-2:30. The first shift actually starts at 10 am to
get things set up, and the second shift actually ends at 3 to get
things cleaned up.

Donations always appreciated: boxes of single-serving chips,
cases of canned pop: regular and diet Pepsi, Mountain Dew,
Root Beer, Sprite and condiments.



July & August Greeters
August Usher
July & August Readers
July & August Fellowship

Need a copy of the
2016 Pictorial Directory?
Please see Kelly Miller or

Amanda Guffey.

There will be NO Card-Game Night in July and August

o SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
L_” 6raduation, Sympathy, and Get Well cards will
be sent upon notification. Call Patty Dunaway at
815-389-8957 or Karen Murr at 815-389-2353
or email Patty at pkdunaway7@gmail.com

75th Anniversary Cookbooks are here! - $15
Checks payable to: Faith Lutheran Church

ELECTRONICS DRIVE IS COMING SOON!

Aug. 6 - Rockton, 300 E. Main St.
Aug. 27 - Clinton, 500 Peck Ave.
Sept. 10 - Beloit, 1882 Inman Pkwy.

Saturdays, 9 am to Noon - Sponsored by 1st National Bank

INTRODUCTION

P: Persistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and
wins the attention of the Lord when Abraham intercedes for
Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up
in Christ Jesus the Lord—is to be rooted in prayer. God
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own.
“‘When | called, you answered me; you increased my
strength within me.”

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

ALL: Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more
ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us
your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that
weigh on our conscience, and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Childeen's Church

After the children’s message, they are dismissed for Children’s
Church. Their teacher will accompany them downstairs.

First Reading Genesis 18:20-32

A reading from Genesis, the eighteenth chapter

Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! | must go down and see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, | will know.” So the men turned from
there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing
before the Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you



Indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose
there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away
the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with
the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
And the Lord said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, |
will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered,
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, | who am but
dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking?
Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I
will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him,
“Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
forty | will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be an-
gry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I
will not do it, if | find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” Then he
said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if | speak just once more.
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten
| will not destroy it.”

R: Word of God, Word of Life

C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm 138 ~ A Responsive Reading ~

R: | will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole
heart; before the gods | will sing your praise.

C: | will bow down toward your holy temple and praise
your name, because of your steadfast love and
faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and
your word above all things.

R: When | called, you answered me; you increased my
strength within me

Prcgor Pl e

These are the prayer requests submitted last week.
For a pastoral care emergency or hospitalization this week,
contact Pastor Rick on his cell phone: 815-566-5247.

Adam, All of Eloise Manley’s Children, Aubrey, Audrey,
Barb, Barbara, Bea, Beth, Bill, Bob, Boyd, Brad & Bren-
da, Carl, Carla, Chris, Corky, Dave, Denise, Dennis, Don,
Donna, Florence, Gere, Gina, Heidi, Hunter, Irene, Jackie,
Jim, Joyce, Ken, Kevin, Larry, Linda G., Mary, Mary Lash-
er, Maureen, Meyers Family, Nash, Nikko, Penny,
Rachel, Rich, Rick, Sam, Sarah, Shelly, Shirley, Shirley
P., Steve & Sharon, Ted, Tim, Tom, Val, Vic.

REMINDER

Please stop in the narthex on your way
out to pick up your 6-Month offering
statement. Thank you.
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Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church. We are so happy to have you
worship with us today! Please join us after worship in our Fellowship
Room for beverages, snacks and conversation.

Communion is by intinction. Come forward as directed by the
ushers, receive the bread with an open hand then dip it in the wine
(dark) or juice (light). If you accidentally eat the bread before dipping or
drop it, please ask for another piece. You do not have to be a member
of Faith or be Lutheran to take Communion. Christ is the host of the
meal and ALL baptized believers are welcome!

Offering ~ As always, if you are unable to attend worship, please

make sure to catch up with your offering the next week. Or, if you'd like,

please mail it to the church office and write “offering” on the envelope
and it will be included in that week’s offering and seen only by the
designated counters for the day. Thank you for being faithful in giving
generously to God’s work here at Faith Lutheran!

Financials for Sunday, July 17, 2016—Week 29
Attendance: 89

Weekly Offering Actual $1,376.00
Weekly Offering Budget $2,068.00
2016 YTD Actual Offering $61,437.64
2016 YTD Offering Needed $59,972.00
Offerings YTD Toward Roof Loan $1,649.60

Today’s Worship Leaders
Altar Guild - Roger & Carol Frey
Computer Technician - Mike Banker
Offering Video - Anne and Rachel Strasser
Counters - Roger and Carol Frey
Fellowship - Becky Naff
Greeters - The Guffey Family
Musician - Betty Comins
Reader - Ellen Olson
Ushers - Doug Congdon and Ben Strasser
Guest Pastor - Rev. Denver Bitner

We thank Pastor Bitner for leading worship today while

Pastor Rick and Helen are in Minnesota officiating a wedding of a

former parishioner.

C: All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

R: They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the
glory of the Lord.

C: The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving
the haughty from afar.

R: Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my
enemies; your right hand shall save me.

Second Reading Colossians 2:6-15
A reading from Colossians, the second chapter

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue
to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not
according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the
head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body
of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried
with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith
in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when
you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave
us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us
with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public
example of them, triumphing over them in it.

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God!



“ALLELUIA”
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL Luke 11: 1-13

P: The holy gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had

finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray,
as John taught his disciples. "He said to them, “When you pray,
say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give
us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we our-
selves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to
the time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived,
and | have nothing to set before him.” And he answers from with-
in, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you any-
thing.” | tell you, even though he will not get up and give him any-
thing because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence
he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So | say to you,
Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you
who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of
life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine
on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you
with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Choral Benediction”

May the light of God shine on us today.
May the light of God shine on us today.
May it show us where to travel,
lead us back if we should stray.
May the light of God shine on us today.

May the love of God live in us today.
May the love of God live in us today.
May the warmth we feel within us,
show in all we do and say.

May the love of God live in us today.

May the peace of God be with us today.
May the peace of God be with us today.
May it guide us and protect us,

as we go our separate ways.

May the peace of God be with us today.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.



OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen

DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

~ COMMUNION ~

fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to

those who ask him!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Rev. Denver Bitner

~ Hymn of the Day ~

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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Je - sus, all

2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is

our sins and griefs to bear!

there trou-ble

an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!

We should nev - er

be dis - cour - aged—take

Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take

it to the Lord in prayer.
it to the Lord in prayer.

Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh,

Can we find

a friend so faith - ful who

Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take

what need-lesspain we bear—
will all our sor-rowsshare?

it to

the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry

Je - sus knows our
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ev - ry weak - ness—take

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886

Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!

it to the Lord in prayer.

will find a

so -lace there.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P:

Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence.
Faithful God, through diverse cultures and countries,
your Spirit weaves us together as one church. Help us
all, your disciples, to ask for the things we need,
confident that you hear us.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Call us to notice places and people you created but we
often forget. For busy places, for those working in the
noon heat, in the silence of the night, and in care of
your creation.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bring peace where strife is found, where homes have
become battlegrounds (especially). Empower leaders
and organizations to find solutions through persistence
and faith.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Turn our hearts to the cries of those in great need.
Comfort and heal those who feel defined by situation,
grief, or sickness (especially).

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Seek after us wherever we are found in these summer
months. Grant safety to those who travel, Sabbath rest
to those who vacation, and perseverance to those who
have no leisure time.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Join our prayers with those ancestors and saints who
taught us to pray (especially). We remember those who
have died in faith, with the comfort that your steadfast
love endures forever.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise
to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

~ VIDEO DURING OFFERTORY ~
“Sparrows”
by Jason Gray

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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We give thee but thine own, what-e'er the gift may  be;

ay we thy boun-ties thus as stew-ards frue e - ceive,

b o et e

all that we have 15 thine a-lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad-ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.




