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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome Pastor Doug Johnson to lead our worship 

service today. He formally retired last Sunday from Prince of 

Peace Lutheran Church in Rockton, IL. Pastors Johnson and 

Meier are doing a “pulpit exchange” today, so Pastor Rick is 

leading worship at Prince of Peace, as they won’t have an 

Interim until next week. Blessings and best wishes to Pastor 

Doug and his wife Barb in their retirement!



P: The Holy Spirit calls us together 

as the people of God.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 

of your holy name. Amen.



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ 

was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.



~ OPENING HYMN ~ 

“Holy Spirit Ever Dwelling” 



Holy Spirit, ever dwelling

in the holiest realms of light;

Holy Spirit, ever brooding

o'er a world of gloom and night;

Holy Spirit, ever raising

those of earth to thrones on high;

living, life-imparting Spirit,

you we praise and magnify.



Holy Spirit, ever living

as the church's very life;

Holy Spirit, ever striving

through us in a ceaseless strife;

Holy Spirit, ever forming

in the church the mind of Christ:

you we praise with endless worship

for your gifts and fruits unpriced.



Holy Spirit, ever working

through the church's ministry;

quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving,

setting captive sinners free;

Holy Spirit, ever binding

age to age and soul to soul

in communion never ending,

you we worship and extol.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION

P: We have no good apart from God. That 

makes our Lord’s call to follow him an 

invitation to freedom. This is freedom to 

revel in the Spirit’s fruits: love, joy, peace, 

patience, and the like. This is the path of 

life.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

ALL: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you 

call us to obey you, and you favor us 

with true freedom. Keep us faithful to 

the ways of your Son, that, leaving 

behind all that hinders us, we may 

steadfastly follow your paths, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Children’s Church



First Reading    1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

A reading from 1st Kings, the 19th chapter.

Then the LORD said to Elijah, “Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 

when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as 

king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu 

son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 



and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 

Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. So he 

set out from there, and found Elisha son of 

Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve 

yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with 

the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his 

mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after 

Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 

mother, and then I will follow you.” 



Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what 

have I done to you?” He returned from following 

him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered 

them; using the equipment from the oxen, he 

boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and 

they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, 

and became his servant.

R: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God!



Psalm 16  ~ A Responsive Reading ~

R: Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in 

you; I have said to the LORD, “You are my 

Lord, my good above all other.”

C: All my delight is in the godly that are in 

the land, upon those who are noble 

among the people.



R: But those who run after other gods shall have 

their troubles multiplied.

C: I will not pour out drink offerings to such 

gods, never take their names upon my 

lips.



R: O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

it is you who uphold my lot.

C: My boundaries enclose a pleasant 

land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.



R: I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

my heart teaches me night after night.

C: I have set the LORD always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall 

not be shaken.



R: My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit 

rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.

C: For you will not abandon me to the 

grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.



R: You will show me the path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 

right hand are pleasures forevermore.



Second Reading  Galatians 5:1, 13-25

A reading from Galatians, the fifth chapter.

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 

therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers 

and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another. 



For the whole law is summed up in a single 

commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one 

another, take care that you are not consumed by 

one another. Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not 

gratify the desires of the flesh. 



For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, 

and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; 

for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 

you from doing what you want. But if you are led 

by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now 

the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 

strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 



factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things 

like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 

before: those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control. There is no law against such things. 



And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 

the Spirit.

R: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God! 



ALLELUIA



GOSPEL   Luke 9: 51-62

P: The holy gospel according to Luke.

Q: Glory to you, O Lord.

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken 

up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 

sent messengers ahead of him. 



On their way they entered a village of the 

Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did 

not receive him, because his face was set 

toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James 

and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want 

us to command fire to come down from heaven 

and consume them?” But he turned and 

rebuked them.



Then they went on to another village. As they 

were going along the road, someone said to 

him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And 

Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another 

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first 

let me go and bury my father.”



But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 

own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a 

hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



~  SERMON  ~

Guest Pastor Doug Johnson, Retired
Prince of Peace Church, Rockton



HYMN OF THE DAY 

“O Master Let Me Walk With You”



O Master, let me walk with you

in lowly paths of service true;

tell me your secret; help me bear

the strain of toil, the fret of care.



Help me the slow of heart to move

by some clear, winning word of love;

teach me the wayward feet to stay,

and guide them in the homeward way.



Teach me your patience; share with me

a closer, dearer company,

in work that keeps faith sweet & strong,

in trust that triumphs over wrong,



In hope that sends a shining ray

far down the future's broad'ning way,

in peace that only you can give;

with you, O Master, let me live.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 

our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the     

dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation.  A brief silence.  

Anointing God, you commission us for our 

ministry in daily life. You also call us to pass 

our faith and ministry on to the next 

generation. Inspire us in our equipping of 

others. Lord, in your mercy,                                                                 

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of creation, you have given us all we 

need. Inspire us to honor your creation as 

an inheritance and trust.

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God of the nations, the distractions of the 

world draw our attention away from you. 

Refocus us in our commitment to your 

ways and the justice you desire for the 

world. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Through the fruits of your Spirit, make us 

healers in the world. Bring love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control into the lives of all 

in need. We pray  especially for ~ 

Lord, in your mercy,    

C: hear our prayer.



P: Steadfast God, guide this congregation by 

your Spirit. Make us neighbors to each other, 

ready to be and receive strangers, and show 

us how to love our neighbors as you intend. 

Lord, in your mercy,                                                  

C: hear our prayer.



P: O God, you have called the saints your own. 

Gather us, with them, into your kingdom, in 

the promise of life forever with you. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting 

your promise to hear us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.

C: And also with you.



~VIDEO DURING OFFERING ~

“God Is On The Move”

By 7eventh Time Down





OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we 

give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give 

us the light we need, awaken us to the needs 

of others, and at the end bring all the world to 

your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the           

Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to 

you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 

and at the end bring all the world to your 

feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory forever.

C: Amen



BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The 

Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 

and + give you peace.

C: Amen.

~ CLOSING HYMN ~  “Choral Benediction”



May the light of God shine on us today.

May the light of God shine on us today.

May it show us where to travel,

lead us back if we should stray.

May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today,

May the love of God live in us today,

May the warmth we feel within us,

show in all we do and say,

May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today,

May the peace of God be with us today,

May it guide us and protect us,

as we go our separate ways,

May the peace of God be with us today.



DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God.






























































