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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



P: The Holy Spirit calls us together 

as the people of God.

C: Amen.



P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.



P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we 

have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 

and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, 



known and unknown, things we have done 

and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.



P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even 

when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you 

have been saved. In the name of +

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 



Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith.

C: Amen.



~ OPENING HYMN ~ 

“Open Now They Gates of Beauty”

Open now thy gates of beauty,

Zion, let me enter there,

where my soul in joyful duty

waits for God who answers prayer.

Oh, how blessed is this place,

filled with solace, light, and grace!



Gracious God, I come before thee;

come thou also unto me;

where we find thee and adore thee,

there a heav'n on earth must be.

To my heart, oh, enter thou,

let it be thy temple now!



Here thy praise is gladly chanted,

here thy seed is duly sown;

let my soul, where it is planted,

bring forth precious sheaves alone,

so that all I hear may be

fruitful unto life in me.



Thou my faith increase and quicken,

let me keep thy gift divine;

howsoe'er temptations thicken,

may thy word still o'er me shine

as my guiding star through life,

as my comfort in all strife.



Speak, O God, and I will hear thee,

let thy will be done indeed;

may I undisturbed draw near thee

while thou dost thy people feed.

Here of life the fountain flows;

here is balm for all our woes.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



INTRODUCTION

P: God hears every prayer - the prayer of the 

outsider as well as the prayer of the 

insider. The attentive nature of our God is 

evident as God comes to us again and 

again in the word and in the supper. “A 

scribe to the Lord the honor due the holy 

name; bring offerings and enter the courts 

of the Lord.” Do it today. 

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord God, we do not presume to 

come before you trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in your great and 

abundant mercies. Revive our faith, we pray; 

heal our bodies, and mend our communities, 

that we may evermore dwell in your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Children’s Church



FIRST READING      1 KINGS 8:22-23, 41-43

R: A reading from 1st Kings, the 8th chapter

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the 

LORD in the presence of all the assembly of 

Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He 

said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God 

like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, 



keeping covenant and steadfast love for your 

servants who walk before you with all their heart. 

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your 

people Israel, comes from a distant land because 

of your name - for they shall hear of your great 

name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched 

arm - when a foreigner comes and prays     

toward this house, then hear in heaven your 

dwelling place,



and do according to all that the foreigner calls 

to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may 

know your name and fear you, as do your 

people Israel, and so that they may know that 

your name has been invoked on this house 

that I have built.”

R: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God!



PSALM 896: 1-9: REFRAIN, PS. 96:3 

~ A Responsive Reading ~

R: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the 

LORD, all the earth.

C: Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the 

LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day 

to day.



R: Declare God’s glory among the nations

and God’s wonders among all peoples.

C: For great is the LORD and greatly to be 

praised, more to be feared than all 

gods.



R: As for all the gods of the nations, they are 

but idols; but you, O LORD, have made 

the heavens.

C: Majesty and magnificence are in your 

presence; power and splendor are in 

your sanctuary.



R: Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the 

peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and 

power.

C: Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the 

holy name; bring offerings and enter the 

courts of the LORD.



R: Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

SECOND READING     GALATIANS  1:1-12



R:    A reading from Galatians, the 1st chapter

Paul an apostle - sent neither by human 

commission nor from human authorities, but 

through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who 

raised him from the dead - and all the members 

of God’s family who are with me. 



To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 

set us free from the present evil age,  

according to the will of our God and Father, to 

whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 

set us free from the present evil age,  

according to the will of our God and Father, to 

whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 

the one who called you in the grace of Christ and 

are turning to a different gospel - not that there is 

another gospel, but there are some who are 

confusing you and want to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what 

we proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed! 



As we have said before, so now I repeat, if 

anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to 

what you received, let that one be accursed! 

Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s 

approval? Or am I trying to please people? If I 

were still pleasing people, I would not be a 

servant of Christ. 



For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that 

the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of 

human origin; for I did not receive it from a 

human source, nor was I taught it, but I received 

it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

R: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God!



ALLELUIA



GOSPEL     LUKE 7: 1-10

P: The holy gospel according to Luke.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.



After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the 

hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 

A centurion there had a slave whom he valued 

highly, and who was ill and close to death. 

When he heard about Jesus, he sent some 

Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and 

heal his slave. 



When they came to Jesus, they appealed to 

him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having 

you do this for him, for he loves our people, 

and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 

And Jesus went with them, but when he was 

not far from the house, the centurion sent 

friends to say to him,



“Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy 

to have you come under my roof; therefore, I did 

not presume to come to you. But only speak the 

word, and let my servant be healed. For I also 

am a man set under authority, with soldiers under 

me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to 

another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, 

‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”



When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, 

and turning to the crowd that followed him, he 

said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found 

such faith.” When those who had been sent 

returned to the house, they found the slave in 

good health.

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



~ Sermon  ~

Pastor Denver Bitner  



HYMN OF THE DAY  - “I Love To Tell The Story”

I love to tell the story

of unseen things above,

of Jesus and his glory,

of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story,

because I know it's true;

it satisfies my longings

as nothing else would do.



Refrain

I love to tell the story;

'twill be my theme in glory

to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.



I love to tell the story:

how pleasant to repeat

what seems, each time I tell it,

more wonderfully sweet!

I love to tell the story,

for some have never heard

the message of salvation

from God's own holy word. Refrain



Refrain

I love to tell the story;

'twill be my theme in glory

to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.



I love to tell the story,

for those who know it best

seem hungering and thirsting

to hear it like the rest.

And when, in scenes of glory,

I sing the new, new song,

I'll sing the old, old story

that I have loved so long. Refrain



Refrain

I love to tell the story;

'twill be my theme in glory

to tell the old, old story

of Jesus and his love.



~  The Sacrament of Baptism  ~

Vallerie AnnMarie White



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. A brief silence.

God of Israel, there is no one like you in 

heaven above or on earth beneath. Keep 

covenant with your church, and build us up 

as your people. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Creator God, we ascribe to you glory and 

strength. We praise you for the glory of 

your creation, and ask that you 

strengthen us to keep it and tend it as a 

gift and trust. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Ruler of the nations, you have brought 

together people from many lands. Give us 

grace to receive foreigners with hospitality, 

to be good guests in foreign lands, and to 

accompany one other in faith. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Healing God, we pray for all those who need 

to be made whole. We pray especially 

for . . . . Give us faith to trust that you are the 

presence that gives life. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: Gracious God, we remember today those 

who laid down their lives for others. Give us 

the strength to live together as a faith 

community in humility and gentleness of 

spirit, maintaining the bond of peace. 

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: O God, you have called the saints your 

own. Gather us into your kingdom, in the 

promise of life forever with you.            

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting 

your promise to hear us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.

C: And also with you.



~VIDEO DURING OFFERING ~

“Soul On Fire”
By Audio Adrenaline





OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all 

wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your 

table, that we may come to the help of all in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our         

redeemer and Lord.

C: Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the           

Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: We give you thanks, O God, that you make 

your home with us, bringing heaven to earth in 

this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go 

from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend 

to those in mourning and pain, seek the 

healing of the nations, and bring to earth the 

presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.

C: Amen



BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

~ CLOSING HYMN ~  “Choral Benediction”



May the light of God shine on us today.

May the light of God shine on us today.

May it show us where to travel,

lead us back if we should stray.

May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today,

May the love of God live in us today,

May the warmth we feel within us,

show in all we do and say,

May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today,

May the peace of God be with us today,

May it guide us and protect us,

as we go our separate ways,

May the peace of God be with us today.



DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.




























































