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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*Temple Talk – Mr. Bill Simmons,

The Gideons International

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as 

the people of God.

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence 

of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 



C: We confess that we are captive to 

sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. 



For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.



P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 

even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name 

of †Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith.

C: Amen



OPENING HYMN 

“Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”



Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.

The cross stands empty to the sky.

Let streets and homes with praises ring.

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound

to distant years in Palestine,

but saving, healing, here and now,

and touching ev'ry place and time.



In ev'ry insult, rift, and war,

where color, scorn, or wealth divide,

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,

and lives, where even hope has died.

Women and men, in age and youth,

can feel the Spirit, hear the call,

and find the way, the life, the truth,

revealed in Jesus, freed for all.



Christ is alive, and comes to bring

good news to this and every age,

till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you



INTRODUCTION 

P: Visions abound in the readings for the 

sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a 

vision about what to do. John has a 

vision of what will be. The risen Lord 

Jesus provides visions of peace that 

passes human understanding and power 

beyond human imagination.



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

ALL: Bountiful God, you gather your 

people into your realm, and 

you promise us food from your 

tree of life.  Nourish us with 

your word, that empowered by 

your Spirit 



we may love one another 

and the world you have 

made, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.



Children’s Church

After the children’s message, 

they are dismissed for 

Children’s Church. Their 

teacher will accompany 

them downstairs.



FIRST READING      ACTS 16: 9-15

R: A reading from Acts, the 16th Chapter

During the night Paul had a vision: there 

stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 

and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and 

help us.” When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 

being convinced that God had called us to 

proclaim the good news to them.



We set sail from Troas and took a straight 

course to Samothrace, the following day 

to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, 

which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 

remained in this city for some days. On 

the sabbath day we went outside the gate 

by the river,



where we supposed there was a place of 

prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 

women who had gathered there. A certain 

woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, 

was listening to us; she was from the city 

of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.



The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 

to what was said by Paul. When she and 

her household were baptized, she urged 

us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 

home.” And she prevailed upon us.

R: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!



PSALM: 67 ~ A responsive reading

R: May God be merciful to us and bless 

us; may the light of God’s face shine 

upon us.

C: Let your way be known upon 

earth, your saving health among 

all nations.



R: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let 

all the peoples praise you.

C: Let the nations be glad and sing 

for joy, for you judge the peoples 

with equity and guide all the 

nations on earth.



R: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let 

all the peoples praise you.

C: The earth has brought forth its 

increase; God, our own God, has 

blessed us.

R: May God give us blessing, and may all 

the ends of the earth stand in awe.



SECOND READING     REVELATION 21:10, 22-22.5

R: A reading from Revelation, the 21st 

chapter

And in the spirit, one of the angels carried 

me away to a great, high mountain and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God.



I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is 

the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 

And the city has no need of sun or moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, 

and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will 

walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it. Its gates will 

never be shut by day, and there will be no 

night there. 



People will bring into it the glory and the 

honor of the nations. But nothing unclean 

will enter it, nor anyone who practices 

abomination or falsehood, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb through 

the middle of the street of the city. 



On either side of the river is the tree of life 

with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 

fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree 

are for the healing of the nations. Nothing 

accursed will be found there anymore. But 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 

it, and his servants will worship him; 



they will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. And there will be no more 

night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for 

the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign forever and ever.

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God!



ALLELUIA



GOSPEL: John 14: 23 - 29

P: The holy Gospel according to John,                 

the 14th chapter

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those 

who love me will keep my word, and my 

Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. 



Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words; and the word that you hear is not 

mine, but is from the Father who sent me. “I 

have said these things to you while I am still 

with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name,will 

teach you everything, and remind you of all 

that I have said to you. 



Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid. You heard 

me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 

coming to you.’ 



If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 

am going to the Father, because the Father 

is greater than I. And now I have told you 

this before it occurs, so that when it does 

occur, you may believe.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon 

“ Visions from the Advocate”



HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Spirit of Gentleness”

Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling 

and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on 

the sea.



You moved on the waters, you called to 

the deep,

then you coaxed up the mountains from 

the valleys of sleep;

and over the eons you called to each 

thing:

"Awake from your slumbers and rise on 

your wings." 



Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling 

and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on 

the sea.



You swept through the desert, you 

stung with the sand,

and you goaded your people with a law 

and a land;

and when they were blinded with idols 

and lies,

then you spoke through your prophets 

to open their eyes. 



Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling 

and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on 

the sea.



You sang in a stable, you cried from a 

hill,

then you whispered in silence when 

the whole world was still;

and down in the city you called once 

again,

when you blew through your people on 

the rush of the wind. 



Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling 

and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness, wind, wind 

on the sea.



You call from tomorrow, you break 

ancient schemes.

From the bondage of sorrow all the 

captives 

dream dreams;

our women see visions, our men clear 

their eyes.

With bold new decisions your people 

arise. 



Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow through the wilderness calling 

and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness, wind, wind 

on the sea.



THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again;



he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Rooted in the abundant life and love of 

Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the 

church, the lives of people in need, and the 

life of all creation. A brief silence. Holy God, 

ruler of the nations, renew your call to all 

people. Raise up leaders who are eager to 

follow you into justice, love, and truth, as 

the apostles Philip and James did.          

Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great.



P: Nourish all lands through springs, 

rivers, lakes, pools, and irrigation 

systems. Produce abundant food by the 

flowing of your Spirit throughout 

creation.  

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Help us to extend your hospitality and 

inspire us to share the grace of Christ in 

places near and far. Use even small 

interactions to usher in peace for all 

people. 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Send compassionate servants to those 

who live with health concerns in body, 

mind, or spirit. Deliver your healing and 

peace to all in need (especially). 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Bear the burdens of people who long to 

work, yet remain unemployed or 

underemployed. Give them dignity 

when they seek help, and place them 

where their gifts may be used. 

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: You have given blessed salvation to all 

your saints. Thank you for writing our 

names also in the book of life. Make us 

Christ’s presence for others while we 

await his coming.                

Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: We deliver all this into your care, O 

God, trusting in the work of your Holy 

Spirit to bring all things into the risen 

life of Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you.

C: And also with you.



VIDEO DURING OFFERING

“Thrive” 

By Casting Crowns





OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for 

by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth 

beauty from chaos, and brought life into 

being. For your Word of life, O God, we 

give you thanks and praise.

C:  Amen.



DIALOGUE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, 

and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.



COMMUNION



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P:   We give you thanks, O God, that you make

your home with us, bringing heaven to 

earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your 

Spirit as we go from here, that we may 

wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning 

and pain, seek the healing of the nations, 

and bring to earth the presence of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen



BLESSING

P: The God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance 

with Christ Jesus.

C:  Amen



CLOSING  HYMN 

“Choral Benediction”



May the light of God shine on us today

May the light of God shine on us today

May it show us where to travel

lead us back if we should stray

May the light of God shine on us today.



May the love of God live in us today

May the love of God live in us today

May the warmth we feel within us 

show in all we do and say

May the love of God live in us today.



May the peace of God be with us today

May the peace of God be with us today

May it guide us and protect us

as we go our separate ways

May the peace of God be with us today.



DISMISSAL

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 

that which is good; render to no one evil 

for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 



support the weak; help the afflicted; honor 

all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in 

the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God.

*There will be a free will offering 

after today’s service. Special 

thanks to our guest, Mr. Bill 

Simmons from The Gideons ~




